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The Firxsrt LETTER. 


_— 


£4:K 
HE Subſtance of what I Intely 
preach'd conrerning Family 
Religion and Worſkip, 1 now 
{nd yon, at your Doſire,in Three Letters. 
The Fir/t recommends the Duty with 
the Gronnds of it : The Serodanfwers 
ſme Objections, and Difficulties as £9 
thePraCtice : The Third diretsthe man- 
ner-of Performance, &c. The Succeſs 
of theſe plain Diſcourſes, through the 
Bleſſing of Heaven, was beyond Ex- 
pectation ;. to bring the daily Worſhip 
of God into ſeveral Houſes, where be- 
fore there was none; and to have it 
conſtant where it was perform'd but 
kldom, and uncertainly ; and to be 
ww every Day, inſtead of once a Week, 
A.2 and 
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and every Morning and Evening in- 


ſtead of Prayer at Night only. 

Divers of -our Brethren in this City 
can ſay the like, and I hope more, of the 
good Effefts of our Agreement to preach 
on this Subje& about the ſame time. [t 
was ſeaſonable to more than we ima- 
gined : And there may be divers who 
have ſince begun to worſhip God in their 
Families, who are aſham*d to own that 
they neglected it ſo long. Tho nota 
few, with humble Thankfulneſs to God, 
have acknowledg'd their Convidtion, 
and Reformation of that Negle&. Ma- 
ny Servants and Apprentices aſſure us, 
that God is now daily worſhip'd, and 
the Holy Scriptures read in the Fami- 
lies where they live, who had no ſuch 
thing before, ſave only on the Lord's 
Day. 

T had no thoughts at firſt of publiſh 
ing any thing on this Subject, becauſe 
there is a great deal to this purpoſe 
already printed in * other Practical 
Books, from whence I have had Aſl- 

ſtance; 


. * Mr. Gurnal's Chriftian Warfare. My. Swinnock's 
Chriſtian Man's Calling, Mr.Baxter's Direfory, Tit 
Supplem. to the Morning-Exerciſe at Cripplegate, Som 
of Dr.Manton's Sermons, Mr. O.H's Faiily-Altar, &C. 


* 
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ſtance; and ſome others of my Bre- 
thren, I did hope would be prevailed 
with to print their Sermons, (and am 
glad to hear that it is now doing, or 
reſolved to be done. ) But you, and 0- 
thers who do conſtantly attend my Mi- 
niſtry, do hope to profit further by the 
Peruſal of thoſe things, which in the 
Delivery were of ſome uſe. | 
This is reaſon enough to me for 
appearing again ſo ſoon in Print. I 
may fay. in this caſe as one (whoſe 
Name I honour) doth upon ſome- 
what a like Occaſion, that as in all 
the Removes of my Life, I have been 
ſtill led to that place, which was moſt 
remote from my own Thoughts, and 
never deſignd or contriv*d by my ſelf; 
So it hath been, as to what I have pub- 
liſhed ; there hath been ( for the moſt 
part) ſome unexpected Providence, and 
Occaſion ſufficient to ſatisfy me, that T 
ought to do it; while thoſe Writings, 
which.I moſt affected, have been ſtifled 
in the Conception; and thoſe which I 
have moſt labour*d in, are like to be bu- 
ried in-the Duſt : Hereby lam made to 
know that God is the Diſpoſer of all. 
In this firſt Letter I ſhall colle& the 
Subſtance of what may recommend and 


A 3 prove 
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grove the Duty of Family Religion and {| 1 
Werfy ; at leaſt what | think Is. fuſſi= kdy 
cient to do fo, tho it be nat all that can I &r 
be faid. 1 begin with the Neceflity of {| ut 


i, in order to 4 National Reformation. | 18! 
_ There is not a more common Suh- | and 
jet of Complaint, than the grow. I 
wg Corruption of Manners, and the I a1! 
Prevalency of Debauchery, and [rre- | ul 
ligion among, us. We muſt ſhut our Ig 
Eyes, and ftop our Ears, if weare not I "0! 
acquainted with it: Who is not fen- | Ma! 
ſable of the Juſtice and Truth of fach | e 
a Complaint ? All ferious People pro- || Mal 
fes to' bewail the want of Reformati- || li 
on; 2nd many are apprehenſive of itm- || Vc 
pending Judgments upon that Account. | |! 
But what Hope of a National Refor- } "2! 
matior, if it begin not in Families ? If | 
they, who have the Care and Govern. | 4 
ment of theſe lefier Societies, will not I 30! 
faizhfully do their part ; neither Magi- I 1 

or Miniſters can expect Suc- | V6 
cefs in doing Theirs. Nations will be I PO 
wicked, Churches will be corrupt, | ul 
and Cities wil} abound with all manner | 
of Impurity ; if particular Families, | a! 
out of which the Members are all com- Þ} 0 
poſed, be difordered and irregular. I! 


They 


- J:nd Converſation, muſt needs he 
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They who are not taught the Know- 
kdg and Fear of God betumes, no won- 
der if they run into Atheifty and De- 
hauchery as they grow up. That {6 
nany are thus corrupted in Principhes, 


nuch owing ta the Negle& and dit. 
arriage of Pareats, and Heads of Fq- 
milies. Refarmation muſt therefore 
begin in Families: And a whole Street 


vould ſoon be made clean, by e 
Man*s Care as to his own hou, 290 


 freeping before his own Door.. 


Phlmiſt began that in his own Family, 
which he deſign?d ſhould reach tg Ne 
whole Kingdom : Pſal. ro. 

Is it ſtrange, if they who have lived 
nany Years in fach Families, where 
God was not worſhipped, where there 
vas little ar no Concern about. Relji- 
gion, (it may be not fo much as the 
form, and the Shew of it ) if they 
we ignorant and careleſs, difſolute and 
profane, when they come to have Fa- 
nilies of their own ? 1f they he as lit- 
tle ſolicitous for the Souls under their 
Care, as their own Parents and Maſters 
vere of theirs, during their Ong 
If there be no reading the Holy Scrip- 


tures, no inſtructing of Children and 
A4 


Servants, 
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Servants, no Prayer and Praiſe offered ! 


to God in the Family, as ſuch ; hoy 

unlikely is it, that ſuch who are brought 
upla their Youth in ſuch Houſes, ſhould 
a 


erwards be Exemplary for Religion | 


mm their own ? 


It lies more upon Parents and Ma- | 


"ſters, to recover, and preſerve ſerions 


Godlineſs in the World, than either | 


'upon the Civil Magiſtrate, or the moſt 
diligent and faithful Miniſters of Chriſ;, 
in their places. And whence can we 
hope for any uſeful Magiſtrates, or faith- 
ful Miniſters, if they are not formed 
to be capable of being ſuch, by the 
wiſe and good InſtruQtion. of toly Pa- 
rents, and the- Bleſling of God there- 
upon, in their tender Years ? It is cer- 
tain, they are like to profit little by 
the preaching of the Word, if they 
have not Underſtanding and joey 
Minds, by the Inſtructions of Parents 
and Maſters at home ; at leaſt little in 
compariſon of others who have had 
that Advantage. One great reaſon 
why People do not better underſtand 
Sermons, and profit more by them, is, 
becauſe they never well underſtood their 
Catechiſm, 


ffered 
- how 
ought 
ſhould 
ligion 


1 Ma- F goth ſpread and diffuſe it ſelf over a 


erions 
either 
> moſt 
rift, 
n we 
faith- 
rmed 
7 the 
y Pa. 
here- 
3 Cer- 
le by 
they 
pared 
rents 
le in 
had 
eaſon 
ſtand 
1, 15, 
their 


It 


I the Badneſs of the Times, an 
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It is in vain therefore to talk againſt 
the 
Looſeneſs of the Age, unleſs you will 
reſolve that Reformation ſhall begin at. 
home ; and every one be at the pains to 
Reform his own little Family. 

It is from thence that Wickednels. 


whole Kingdom. One ignorant, athe- 
tical, erroneous,or wicked Family may. 
do much to corrupt, defile and deſtroy 
ſeveral others, when the Branches 
thereof are ſeparated : As. by a Son 
oing into one Family, and a Daughter 
nto another, and a Servant into a 
third : They carry and communicate 
their evil Principles and Cuſtoms, and 
Prejudices,. to the InfeQion of others. 
[t cannot reaſonably be expected that 
Perſons, when, they come abroad in the. 
World, ſhould ordinarily prove better 
than their Education. Whereas, as 
one obſerves, a Religious Family is, on 
the contrary, a diffuſive - Bleſſing, like. 
a Stock of Bees, which ſends forth 
Swarms and Honey into Neighbouring” 
Parts, Eſpecially as the Members here- 
of come hereafter to have Families of 
their own. Therefore to ſhut Reli- 
gion out. of Families, or not promote 

As5 it 
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it there, is the means to thruſt it out | 


of. the World. 


This has been obferved by the very | 


Pagans, as the proper way for a pri- 
vate Man to be a Publick Good, and 
ſerviceable to the Welfare of his Conn- 


try, viz. by ordering things well at home, | 


with Wiſdom and Care, in his own 
Houſe and Family. And there is hard- 
x hogs thing whereby ſo much Evit is 
done to the Publick, as by the Carelef- 
neſs of Parents in the Inſtru&ion of 
their Children, and the Negligence, or 
ill Examples of Maſters with ref 
ta their Servants. Among ſome of the 
Heathens, a Penalty has. been laid npon 
the Parents, when the Children were ill- 
conditioned : and they might be ſued in 
the Courts of Judicature, if they neg- 
teted the Education of their Children. 
And how much the Safety, Pleaſure 
and Comfort of our Lives depends up- 
en the faithful Diſcharge of Relative 
Duties, Experience will teach us. W hat 
greater Comfort can a Parent or a 
Maſter have, than to ſee the Succeſs of 
his Endeavours for the Good of thoſe 
under his Roof ? A natural Parent may 
' fay it, as well as a ſpiritual one, I have 
wo greater Foy than to fee my Children 
walking 
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nalking in the Truth. It is faid of Abra- 
ham, Heb. 11. 9. that he dwelt in Tents 
I with Jſaac and Jacob; Heirs with bien of 
pri- {| the ſame Promiſe. How comfortable is 
and I itwhen Father, Son and Grandſon, are 

oun- | al Heirs of the ſame promiſed Salvati- 
ome, {| on? Eſpecially if God bleſs your En- 
own | deavours towards it, that they who 
ard- Þ come from your Loins may ſerve the 
1! is I Lord. There is a double Bleſſing where 
elef- I the Father is Godly, and the San io 
n of Þ likewiſe. To ſee them alive to God, 
e,or {| who were dead in Sin, will revive 
pr the Heart of a Religious Parent, as 
the |} it did old Facob's, to know that his 

pon | Son Joſtph was alive, To have Wife 
eill- } and Children bear the Image of God, 
din | and our Servants to obey, and ſerve, 
1eg- | and _ their Heavenly Maſter, 
and by our Faithfulneſs, and Care, 

ſure {| and Diligence to be brought to know, 
up- Þ and love, and worſhip, and honour him, 
tive | and be accepted with him 3 What an 
'hat } unfpeakable Delight muſt this be ! wheg 
Tr a | the Savour of Religion deſcends from: 
$ of | the Head to all the Members of the 
"oſe | Family, as the precious Ointment, pour- 
nay | ed on the Head of Aaron, ran down to 
aue | the Skirts of his Garments. You then: 
ire | may, and will love them with a _ 


* 
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kind of Love, than bare natural Af. 


teQtion. 


In ſhort, you will love your Huf. 


bands, Wives, and Children, and holy 
Relations, with another ſort of Love than 
- ther Perſons do theirs. It is a more 
fervent, more pure, more faithful, more 
comfortable Love, which is ſuperadded 
by. Religion, and reſults from their 
Love: to God, and Participation of his 
Image. You love them, as the Friends 
and Brethren of Chriſt, as Heirs of the 
fame Inheritance, as begotten again'to 
a Divine Life by the- ſame Spirit; as 
born of the ſame Immortal Seed of 
the Word, -as nouriſhd by the ſame 
Spiritual Food, as under the ſame Bond 
of the Covenant, as of one Hou 
hold of Faith, as Souldiers under the 
fame Colours and Banner of: Chriſt, 
as called to the: ſame bleſſed Hope of 
the Goſpel, as Travellers to the ſame 
Heavenly Country, and Coheirs of the 
ſame glorious, everlaſting Kingdom. 
You cannot love your unſandtified Re- 
lations in this manner, whatever Natt- 
ral or Civil Bonds of Union there may 
be between you and them. It wil 
pleaſe you doubtleſs, to ſee them thrive 
and proſper in the World, whom: you 
tenderly 


The Firſt Letter. 13 
tenderly love; but it muſt much more 
do ſo, to ſee them: faithful to God, 


I live to his Glory, and ripen for Hea- 


yen, Whether you live or die, you 
may then comfortably reſign them, and 
truſt them with God, who loves them 


better than you, and will be ſure to 


take care of them, With what Plea- 
ſure can you think of the Sin and Miſery 
which they eſcape ? What Wickedneſs 
ſach a Child would elſe have com- 
mitted on Earth. ? and what Tormeats 
he muſt have endured in Hell, if he 
had been wicked ? Their Love, Ho+ 


-nour and Obedience to you, - ( which 
"the Grace of God will teach them) 


will alſo add: to your. Joy; in your 
Health and Sickneſs, or. old- Age, they 
will pray for you. And if they die, 
you can look forward. to the.everlaſt- 
ing Happineſs ' of their Souls, as well 
as your. own, and the hopes of meet- 
ing them with Comfort in the Day of 
Reckoning. 

And what an Honour is it to. any 
Family, to have ſerious Godlinels tranſ- 
mitted from Father to Son, and from 
the Son to the. Grand-Child ? To be 
able to ſay, My God, and my Father's 
God, and my Grand-father's God ? 

| 2 Tim. 
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2 Tim. 1. 5. as Pliny reports, * it was 


counted a great Honour and Felicity, j 


that in one Family of the Fab:;, there 
were three Preſidents of the Senate 
one after another ; and in one Houſe 


of Curio's, there were three Orators | 


one afrer another. 


Beſides, how Beautiful and Pleaſanta * 
Thing is a Religious Well-ordered Fa- | 
_ mily! How Comfortable is it to dwell | 
tn fach an Houſe ? Where God is Wor- | 


ſhiped, and his Laws obſerved, and his 
Day ſanttified, his Word read, his Au- 
thority owned, and his Laws made the 
Rule! Where it is an Honour, and not 


a Reproeach to eſchew Evil and do Good! | 
God promifes to bleſs the Habitations 
of the Juſt, and how ſiveet will his | 
Preſence be unto ſuch! Whereas, to | 


live in a Houſe where the Name of 
God 1s never uſed, but in jeſt, or ſcorn, 
or prophane Oaths; where the Inhahi- 
tants are as ſo many Brutes, that live 
from day to day, as if they had no 
Sovls to fave, no World but this to 
mind, and no Expe@ations beyond the 
Grave; where Worldlinefs and Sen- 
foality, filthy Talk, and —_——— 

C, 


» Dr. Manton on Heb. Hi. p. 551+ 
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ry 
#;, have infe&ed Supertours and In- 
Ifrriours, Who would ewell in fuck a 
Houſe? There cannot generally ' be 
Peace and Union, Love and Concord 


nfuoch Mens Dwelhngs. Family Jars, 
Contentions and Sorrows are occafioned 


Jiy Sin, which Family Religion would 
Jo much to prevent and cure, 


If Children are a Grief to their Pa- 
rents, and Thorns in their Eyes, (as a 


I Wicked Son is the Calamity and Shame 


of his Father, and Heavineſs to his 
Mother 3) they may thank themſelves, 
x of their own Planting : if they did 
wt with Love and Diligence, with 


S Wiſdom and Faithfulnefs ſeek their Sal- 
I ration. 


If Servants negle& their Du- 
ff to you, how can you wonder, when 


I jou have neglteted yours to them ? 


fon muſt bear the Fruit of their Sin, if 
jou do not teach them the Principles 
of Religion, which ſhould make them 
tetter; and teach them to keep a good 
Conſcience by giving them your own 
Example. But if your Endeavours 
hould not facceed for their Converſi- 
m, and Satvation, you will yet have 
much more Peace than otherwiſe; as 
having done what yon could towards 
it, Whereas, without fuch Indeavours, 

it 
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it muſt be an afflictive piercihg Thought 
when any of them Die, or when you 
your ſelves muſt ; to conſider that you. | 


did no more to prevent their Dam- 


nation; and that ſuch and ſuch, through: | 
your Unfaithfulneſs, are like to Perih | 
for ever, who ſprang from your Loins, | 


or went to Hell out of your Houſe. 


Moreover, what Evidence can you | 
have of your own Piety, and Sinceri- | 
ty towards God, if you do not thus | 
indeavour the Spiritual and Eternal | 
Good. of thoſe under your Charge? | 
Abrabam would command his Children, | 
and his Houſhold after him, that they | 
ſhould: fear the: Lord. Joſhua reſolves. | 
to engage all his Houſe to ſerve the. | 
true God with him; though a Ge- | 
neral and. a Great Man, did not think | 
it beneath him to own Religion before | 
all the World, and endeavour to pro- | 
mote.it. He would not ſerve the True | 


God alone, if he could prevail with 


Others to join with him : Propoſeth his 
own Example to the whole Nation ; and | 
that as far as in him lay all his Family. | 


at. leaſt ſhould be Religious. Cornelius 
was a- devout Man, and. feared God 
with all his Houſe. We may, with- 
out being uncharitable, __ or. 
ound- 


3 Carnal. 


The Firſt Letter. 17 


ſoundneſs of their Religion ; who are 


' Finconcerned for the ſpreading of it 


in their Families. How is it conſiſtent. 
ith Faithfulneſs to your own' Souls ; 


Jto have litle or no Care concerning 
J theirs? If 
J the means for their Salvation, you 
J hake the ground of Hope concerning 
J jour own. 


ou are wanting in uſing 


And Family Prayer and Inſtruction, 


J and the Holy Examples of Good Men 
J in their Houſes, is one of the Firſt 
J Means which God commonly makes 

iſe of to Convince, and Turn, and 


SanQtifie ſuch as were Ignorant and 
At, leaſt, Education making 
the ' firſt Impreſſion on their Minds, 


I whatever Change may be afterwards 

| F made by free Converſation, ſomewhat 
, the firſt good Tin&Qtre is like to 
J abide. 


Ordinarily I fay, through the Bleſ- 


q ſing of God, this _ be hoped for ;z 
J tho it muſt be confeſle 


d, that where 
the Advantages of Education are miſ- 
improved, it is obſerved, many of the 
Children and Servants who have been 
bred in good Families, prove worſe 
than others. If they forſake God, he 
hath ſaid, He will forſake them, and caff 
| t 
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may give an — why there are 
more fbei/ts in fach places, where 
the Chriſtian Religion is profelled, 
and the Power of it rejeQed, than a- 
mong any other fdrt, of Men, even than 
were among the Heatbexs them F' 

ives. For * God hath deſigned ta Adar- | 
nifie bis H/ord above ell bis Name, above I" 
all other ways of the Revelation of J"® 
himſelfto the Children of Men. There» {Mc 
fore where this is ay. 1 and rejeQed, | - 
[ons 


Reaſon or the Light of Nature ſhall not JF. 
have the fame Power and Efficacy, 8 
anthem who never enjoyed the Light JP 
of the Goſpel, or ſo much of it. From Th 
the ſame Reaſon, that the Children of I. 
Profeſlars - "a 


ew 


mar ru—m—_—_ —_ —— 


» See to this purpoſe, Dr, Own of Spiritual- | 
Mindedneſs. 4*. Chap. 8. 
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ſrofeffors are fometimes irrecoverably 
frofligate, there 15 more Common Hu 
uſfy and Frſtice to be feund among ci- 
nized Heathers and Mabumetans, than 
wong falſe and degenerate Chriſtians. 
Their Hearts are judicially hardened, 
ud their Eyes blinded. And the Con- 
empt of Goſpel Light muſt needs beger, 
ad leave on the Mind fuch a depraved 

_ Jorrupt Habit, as cannot bur incline 
wo the worſt of Evils. 2 Per. 2. 21. 
And as all 4hbeiſm fprings from 2 Re- 
kition not to fee things Eternal, and 
mifible to Senſe ; where-ever Men are 
tolved not to fee, the greater the 
ight is which ſhines about them, the 
they muſt cloſe their Eyes. It 

J 5 not therefore to the Di/paragement, 
J ut Honour of the Goſpe}, that ſo many 
3 mow themſetves ta be Atherts, in thoſe 
phces where the Truth of it is known 

Jad profeſied: For none can have any 
aclination thereto, till they have re- 
ted the Gaſpel, which immediately 
expoſeth them to the worſt of Evils. 
They take ſhelter from their Fears 
8 downright Atheiſm, which alone 

. Firetends to give them ſecurity againſt 
the Light of Divine Revelation. And 
What means can be uſed for the reco- 
very 
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very of fuch? The moſt rational Ar. 
guments to prove the Being and Exiſt. 


ence of God, may be of good uſe to Wit 


ſhame, and expoſe their fooliſh Preten- 
ces. But Men under the Power of 
Atheiſtical Thoughts, are inſnared in- 
to them by a Love of ſome Luſt, and 
a delire to live ſecurely in Sin; and no 
Arguments from Reaſon, are like to 
prove an effe&tual Cure to the Predo.- 


minant Love of Sin, and an Habitual | 


Courſe in it, where Men have rejeQted 


the Means and Motives unto that end | 


declared in Divine Revelation. 


Parents however have ſufficient en- | 
couragement to hope for ſucceſs in} 


their faithful' Endeavours: There be 
many can ſpeak of God, and praiſe 
him as their Fathers God, from Age 


to Age. If they negle&t their Duty | 


to Children, (which is ordinarily the 
reaſon, why ſo many miſcarry) they 


cannot challenge God, for not perform: | 


ing his Covenant-Promiſe, but muſt 
condemn themſelves. But whatever 
the Succeſs be, every Parent, and Head 
of Family is obliged to Honour God, 
and Promote Religion, and Yo what 
good he can for the Souls of others, 
within his Sphere. _ 

| is 


tal Ar. 


Exiſt. 
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This all in their ſeveral Places are 
hound to endeavour, as they have op- 
unity. You ' muſt be faithful to 
(hriſt and his Intereſt in every Rela- 
tay, and in every Capacity. If you 
xe obliged to ſerve and worſhip God 
naſingle Capacity, as Private Perſons; 
ly virtue of the fame Dedication of 
jour ſelves to Him, you are bound to 
frye and: Honour 'him in every Relati- 
#, aS Husbands, Parents, Maſters, and 
Heads of Families, in every State and 
Condition, according to: your Capaci- 
y. And by Family Prayer and Wor- 
hip God hath greater Honour, than 
by Secret Prayer 3 tho therein you may 
more particularly, and largely expreſs 
the ſtate of your own Soul. 

' And of how great Conſequence, to 
the Eternal Salvation, or Ruine of Souls, 
isyour Care, or Unfaithfulneſs herein ! 
How can you ſerve the Devil more ef- 
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I {etually, than by furthering the Dam- 


mtion of all under your Roof, through 
the negle&t of your Duty to them ? 
And without giving them Aſliſtance, 
and Help to a Holy Life, they will 
have continual Temptations to Sin. 
Ia that Houſe wherein God -is not ſer- 


ved, honoured, and worſhiped, the 
| Devils 
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oft Important 
It might be ho 
did therr partinthe uſe of God's firſt 
appoizted Means, to ſanQtify their 
Childven; he would uſually ble their 
Indeavoursn order to his ſaving Grace, 


And when ſerious Religion is once got | 


mtoa Family, it has been 'obſcrved, 
your Encouragement, that ordinarily 
the Grace of God doth not ſdon tare 


it : tho there'may be ſome ſad Interrap- 


eivn, Fer it appears many times again in 
Grand<Children, and Docie Gruand- 
Children ; as in the Seed of good F- 

and others, 2. Chros. 20.2 1. 22, 


Chap. Fotham had haz, bur' haz had | 


#Hezzkiab ; and if notin the direct Lane, 
yet oollateraity. 'So that by this means 
may cranfinit Religion to Poſterity, 


em Generation to Genersion ; as Sin | 


is propagated from Father t» Sen, and 
from one wicked Fumity diffuſed to ma- 
ay others: And youu perperaante your 


Own 


"that if Farom | 
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on Natne and | Hononr tod; for God- 
ly Children -oocrahion/ their Parents to be 
called to Memory. By 'beholding 75- 
ways Piety, the Apoſtle is minded to 
member tis Mother, and Grand- 
mother, Emace and Los, 2 Tim. 1.5. 
When I al torernenarance the wunfrignes! 
auth that is | in thee, which ewes firſt im 
th Grandmother Lois, and thy Adother 
Hndice ; and 1 am perſaded that inthee 
4ſo. The Piety and Care of holy Wo- 
net is recorded with Hononr, z&s 16. 
k, Bebvld a certain Diſciple was there, 
1 med Timothens, the: Sor of 44 vevtain 
1 Womnm which was a Jenefs, and believed; 
kn bis Father was & Greet. 

5 $uth is the fingadar Uſciuineſs of 'the 
twly Government of Families to me- 
frm che Workd, andaeftroy the King- 
fr und - iImereſt of the Devil, that 
there is havdtyamy thing that Nen have 
nore Objections agamt, or move Eva- 
I ſons und Excuſes roextenuate the Nep- 
kt of Their Dury, or perfwade them- 
vet iSvoxc.,chan'm this Caſe. One wt 
| —_ yp nnr hrs. 

ng their Chil- 


no poſitive, expreſs Sevipture tor the _ 
IP 
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ſhip of. God in: their : Families, ta call 
them together, to Pray with them, and 
read the Scriptures, . &'c. - | 

But in how many. other caſes is it 
granted, that the want of a poſitive ex- 
preſs Command will not conclude ſuch 
or ſuch a Thing to be no. Duty ? The 
Baptiſm: -of Infants, the Sanctification 
-of the firſt Day of 'the Week as the 
Chriſtian Sabbath,the Admiſſion of Wo. 
-men to the Lord's-Table, and other [n- | 
Nances. may be given, which: may be 
proved to be Matter of Duty, without 
poſitive expreſs Command. The Apo- 
ftle is ſaid to confound the Fews dwelling 
at Damaſcus, proving out of the Scriptures, 
that Jeſus was the Chriſt ; A&s g. 21. it 
-muſt be by the Harmony of the Holy 
Scriptures, and by Deductions from ex- 
preſs. Texts : for he did not bring any 
one particular Scripture out of the Old 
-Teſtament, to prove in ſo many Letters, 
that Feſus was the Chriſt. Nor did our 
Lord in his Proof of the ReſurreQtion 
of the Dead againſt the Phariſees, out 
of the Old Teſtament, at. 22. 37. 
There are no ſuch words as the Reſur- 
ſurreFion of the Dead mention'd in that 
Paſlage, from which he proves it. 1 
am the God of Abraham, @«. = 

' is 
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-_—- an ——_— ent of -a-veryperverſe 
{- much-upon poſitive 
- = Proob ofrthatas// our-Duty, 
ahich--muſt: be, acknowledged: tobe fo 
mich for 0u0 ;Benefiw atid eras 
0d: forithe Pablick: Good:  - 

\There 18 reaſon ;endugh to [believe, 
__ who ing nas there is-210 ex- 
this kind of Dity, 
16F af ee Ile mind ity ! if there were }. 
aver {©:-niany; andineverifo expreſs. 
hon forjif-Men-were true toGod, and-their 
A omnSouls, -in thoſe: things for which | 
Ing nehave the moft politive,.:and expreſs, 
add: E—_ Authority - of - the: Holy 

1. i. I Tipturcs3.they. would: not: raiſe fu 
uiSctuple; :Fhere is':an/expreſs Com+ 
wind to Repent;of Sin; and to Believe 
o@--Chriſt, and to. make | your Calling 
and EleQtion iſure.; z. 1to. Redeem / Kr 

Time, and: walk Circumſpettly ;-to:de 
nad -unto/all 3 td: prays entry: whene 
a all forts-of Prayer 3 and ingyety 
ns, Station! and Relatian,;4hereit | 
to abide with God; to:live DEAE 
pon thecinviſthle i World 520 > 

| 7 ry ke ment- 
j | Kat of:Ghoiſt; {before Which- we: mult - 
be made to ſtanth,/ to anſwer for allwe 
_ received and _ in the ye: 
tnere 


Q call 
,.and 


IS it 
'© Ex» 
ſuch 

The 


* Bevipragar/u boot tie: 
;\wecbelieve them, 7. 
rarer obey k) $ 


> now: pref, 
4 knowr. thers. be” fome' Argr lintnts | 
| | h-this Subjet, 
nor: cofthade | 


od cin factr! a'Man' | 
;.5; (when It [is like- | 
-no:comindn- \Afſemblics 
A Cor ped 
i ua e 
daily "Prayer and Praiſe -tv.God !'For 
the Houſe of God is av Houſe er 2'b Hig 
- and a Church is God's! '] will 
not-urge this; becauſe a Houſe: might be 
' clic a Charchy"ouly on the Account 
+ of:rhe Church ſometimes '27inbl 
for vor the haaliſ in fech a . 


EC SGaHFCtTSYPESIRSASAETSEDE TEA SESHTZ 


. The _ \ —_— i 
i 1}ihatb Ds odors AJ-thes 


they have had; Frequent | Mbetings -a@> 
"5; We their Bos for \Proyor ond wo 


"orb tn ff yen __ Maſter 16 
preſs.  therneglet: of Family: BY 
mnt "Worſhip of God in 


Difcipies : "Th orgs may be gab 
theted/. from: = Pugtariiy a3i having s 
fmily; whereoÞthe was the: Maſter; 
and is Twelve.» Apoſtles Members: 
(Conſtant Reſidence in one Houſe as hbt 
neceſſavy+£o, confiureabs Reixtion be» 
teen the Head ofa; Pamilyy und the 
Members bf if) >: We: read>of ;hi$>rige 
ftructing /*em, praying with amyz:and 
wailing God; by ſinging together; tt 
tis Eran, berzaſethooghious Bleſel 
Ex a 

Lbrd did betaſonally!-prityt with his 
Diſcples, a3 we find: if nem 
of the Goſpel-Hiftoryz yet his aid 
ours are” valtly-: t. : What was 
fvitable-for! his Diſciples, was nat pros 
FOI _ could i not; = 
eir | Mout "Prayer, -wtins 
Gor daily necded'= RR ——_ 
2 nt» 


| 0 Nail Riligits, 
MukſelF avk 'the For! of Sin, 'and 
the Mortification'of- Lult; and the In- 
creaſe of Grace, '&c. *: 

-7But there 4s-enough- from the Holy 
toiconvince thoſe that wilt 


feriouſly Saliderte of the Duty-of Fn. 


For Inſtance, we'read' of 'F 
thathe reſolves for himſelf and Family, 


Fan the Mev of my. Houſe will ſerve be- | 
the : Men who |! 


fore the 'Dord © That: 
dwelt with bimin his _ And we 
real:of Cornelius; As To. 2: that be 
was 4 devout Man. Grades ferns God 


was a” Raman Capt n over the katio 


vernour's Perſon'as his Life-guard, and 
oor _ of that Nation. This 
faid: to be a Devolis Man. 
Whether $uchg a | Proſelyte: to the 
Church-ofTfrge!-or no, is doubtful, be 
_ ug "47 wr Pen the Covenant, of 

Circumciſed. 


+ e were an Uncircumciſed Proſelyte, 
or: 4.iProſeliyte of the Gate,' he was | not 
-into the Commonwealth 
. off Ifrael: 
fon firſt-to 


The Apoſtle Peter had a Vi- 
authorize him- to: go to 


4 


ny Religion; "and Prayers 'a: part of | 


with all_bis Houſe, and gave much Alm | 
#0the: People, and: always. He | 


'which attended the' Roman Go- | 
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kim. And the Chriſtians of +the> Ciy- 
cumciſion expreſt their. Reſentment: for 
' Þ his: Converſation with: him; ' till /they 
Holy & knew his: Warrant, Ads 14; '341 Yet 
Wilt f this Roman, this Souldier; this-Centari- 
' Fas | an was: accepted of-Gpid, as -being-pre- 
tof ' pared: to. believe - in Chriſt, aſſpon :as 
be ſhould be revealed-to him... He was 

ily, F adevout-and good Man 3. and not only 
ebe- JF good himſelf, but choſe. ſuch to deiin 
who I his Family, as: feared God:: He:was 
we {| full: of good Works; and;coaſtantitin 
"be | Prayer.- and; God- teſtified his Accep- 
God | tance: of him, Thy: Prayers. and thixe 
Ums Ame are come. 45:4: Memorial before 
He J God, pow © Of a Trwh 1 perceives, Ay 
| _ poſtle, rings God 5s 8 eng wg d 
Forſons ; / —_ -: rs 4h mee be: that 
feareth God, and wor abreaſt 
he accepted, Verſ. 39. Here is-a ſurpri- 
Zing Example of - a ne Ig 
vout Roman, eligion. in 
his Family 3 rk why} God . with all 
wy Houſe, and Ne Expr 5... TheFrer 
of God is an re 'COMPre- 
henſive of all Divine Worſhip,...2 Kings 
17. 3637+ Let all the Earth worſhip bm, 
Pſat, 66.: 4- Let all the Earth, fear biy, 
PlaL 67: 7; And Prayer being the prig- 
cipal part of it ; ey aRls , [that 
as 
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”8 


B Ged;) and all his Houſe, 
Done withas his Houſe unto God, 
himfolf : ſeems: d'to explain it, 
s 16 Gol'in mins: Heoſe at the win 
RP gn wn.» Pa 1 as it may 
k [He afterwards called to- 
nd his near Friends, 
Sam, 'bur'mentions not the 
edlling of his Hovſhold, as: what was 
aſe a the pray 


y bear'a > bang than 
doing of" © : As'the 


: ie $00 
wy rao 
ha eve Mani an 


Wight. PC gN. 1, 
"By Ml-Perfons, 
22. 27,28 Pf. 66. 4+ 
lm '34.'3. 
AGs 


aways,” or continu | 
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Abs [22 7LD. +3, 
Carla, 2nd 
- Ce cewiſ 
W OL: 1 | > 

" End, 


QbjeR, the: 


(19131 


ame. - 1.199706 5416 ft. [3-783 1 
5A etitheto are mariy;Cammands” 
d EE —_— Divine Wor- 


as. wp boly 
Wake, &cs 


; IF 
| 


3F 
of 


aud+the-Rule: is the 


Prayer in partt- 
Ll Extent, fach 
and giving ww 


J2 WT Park Religiow 
us 5 if he ſhould 
Sarnia: ſay; You ſhathnor 
ay. to'me:/ will not receive a'Sacri. 
ce from-you. Your\Neighbours may 
Pray to-meievery/ Morning and Night, 
PII hear them, and accept them, Asfor 
you, youſhallihave no'Family-A kar; or 
Sacrifice. . Whowouldi not be griev'd to 
be” forbidden ſach-a 'daily Privilege? 
:Who world: not then ufe it, if they 
might ?., 'And becauſe the; Evening and 
-Morning fo:make one:Day; as the Be- 


ginning andthe End docomprehend the || ict 


whole ; he that prays every AMormng and 
Evening, may be ſaid to pray cones 
T0 pray'4lways, to pray wit ccaſung. 
' Dothinotthe Light tof Natore, which 
inſtruchs! bs in (God; ' and 
| of the 'Soul 


to endeavor © of thoſe in-our 
Families? Andas one proper means.of 
their ſpiritual Welfare, it:may. dires 
the Maſteriof::s Family to pray: with 
them ;''there being Family-Sins to be 
—_ 'by ar 7 forgivewby God; 
y Tevrupt ations every. day 
to ny TE am, to 'be ſupplied, 
Duties: performed;{.] Graces + exerciſed. 
oo -Pprevetited,: Merties arknowled- 
"Ofc: em, woJceb 2: —_ 


any: ya our - Fam 


obligens 


Wo: 


nat 


Fo 
7 


hen 
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nil; Fſpet unto all. theſe, Family-Prayer and 
not Y Worſhip is an excelent Means.. : ._ : 
Sacri. } ,, Some of thoſe. who ;had;nat the. Ad- 
| may I riptage of Scripture-Revelation, have 
ight, Nict had. their Zlouſbald-Gads, . The Ea- 
sfor I tera Nations, had their /Texapbim 3 the 
r, or I Exyptians, Greeks, and Romans had their 


"d to I} Lares and Penates, a Sort of Family- 
ege? Gods, to rule, preſerve, and defend 
they } them in their Honſes-z- whom they wor- 
and F hiped and facrificed _ unto in their 
 Be- | foals: and ſeveral 6f them had # par- 
Lthe | tctilar Room, ſet _a-part for an-Orata- 
and Þ y:to- that purpoſe.- The Heathen Pq+ 
ally, I ts, Heſ5od,, Homer, and'others,,mention 
i. I their davly Sacrifices to- their Gods'ever) 
ch JI Morning and Evening ; that they might 
and Þ jroſper, ,and. ſucceed by theis Faygur 
es I wall their Afﬀairs- and their Pradtice 
our f my be urged-for- our! Convidhdon; It 
s.of | ems a'Preſcription. of the Law” of 
Nature, that every Society wherein 
Men do: unite, and: Joya. according 120 
the Mind of -God; ſhould -own'i'their 
Dependance on him; by ſome Worſhip: 
common to that Society ; ahd'as'per- 
| brmed in the Name of. it ;, eſpecially 
8.it ſo; as to an Houſhold op: Eamuly 
which -is ny trons 1 of ail -othe' 
Jcieties.” ce there were Sactifices- 
2 *7 2 6 T 'B5: s KN 36% pectitiar 
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[er ſhall'the Pagans vat-to us ? Shitl 
Ok, f their ey worn 


If 
Ir *f A "Houſe ae than, ave: no 
7'y | As ap ſhalt. Chriftians 
hone WIN Lage IN te Woth 
Ir theit Families? - 
K's every ont inthe Name if 
W God; and ſhalt not Ie! refolve ro 
wp int WP of, 1; Latour Oh 


ey - 
IE ” Foutbe the Fopnider, 
our and 'Bene- 
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the þ-Pra&es, EE. 't- 
wp aſter ahegiringotithe- 
cn. f hav. — Dr. Owen on the Hebrews, Vol. 2..Exers 
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Cit, 10, He 4s. 
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es by il rWoy- 
Kind of VERT 
ge Teak Ba 
es e Perſons.; on the tn ale of 
Mlankd. it uy, in Families. ; Every 


Ruler.,: of. Mops Walz a. Prieſ}-to 

own Hor his ÞWn. Se- 
crifice, an a Eanzly, nat 
anly . as Cle- 


ty : Fans gh Ret ron, pread into 
larger Societies. _ was. the firſt 
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x: Mt Y 73. 22- upon, 4 urge 

ocie- I cial Propriety ;he: bad.in. theay. TE 

Deliverance. ;, and. not. on.the APE 
{ Fol Serta TRany 


of. al Br Porn , ? ERS 
take F ſettle a, way of. Worlhip, , 


Gin Waco, liberty. 


Fl Bo of he Foro he s: 


F nat "Held mebnd pops Gal | hat the 
| Trang were gry A for erred. be- 
1% the Firſtborn, as Abel befo1 
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Dtte reſpeds broken, d Parents had 
not the-Power of Life and.Death over 
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Fr Children; as before : PRA 
Power ugh a Parenc.” ai Maifel 
er ih own Family, i» cotitinnet by 
God; and therefore Children and'Ser- 
yanrs are commanded to ,obey their 
Parents and Maſters, asWellas.to/ ob 


Civil 1 woutd: 
E on Lo ors il 
did not. exclude $47 Retipic vi 
þ doubttel it dit not; chen the ablice 
Worlhip of God ( when nat} F wr 
ſes nt vhaticr' ſhould Thor ng 
fFanily-Worſhip, or the-dai 
ton of God In Particular Fam by 
& many of fueh a firrle” Soctery: s can 
me together... Theres i? mere, 


"why. Family: L 700- 
etc avs. 


ſhoul& eontinte, after th 
eo God by. ian CES rogetyer 
Fer op , © thar ? Religion, = 
ſecret Fig er ſhould: comrunee : 2D 
tr God be gan £0. VEMSS 


F alt fot. wht 
keeping a Faft with 
Was extraordiba 


the, ap ER ef 


Of. Family Religion. 

re for it, Gen. 35: 2, 3...Saving. to. bis 
Mt &, and and all that. were with bo. Pug 
away the. trange Gods, and let us build ay 
Altar to Fehovab, &c, His Grandfather 
 Abrgbam- circumciſed all the Males in 
his Hould,! brought "em under the Bond 
and Seal. of the Covenant ;. and where. 
ever he relided with his | Farafly fo: on 

conliderable time, he built Altars, an 
offered Sacrifices. That dreadful Curſe 
mnprecated (or denounced rather, and 
redicted.), upon the Fanulics that cal 
mot upon. God's, Name, Puts | 
Jay meaning Tribes © Þ 
Tu on »r CIs 


ED 
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Hableations of the wy oÞ; he has of. 
ten owned. by his. Providence his ac- 
_ of Family-Religion and Wor- 
Þ.... When. all 90. e. Old World had 
lefted .God,. corrupted thei 
/ays, Gray true Religion-continued but 
inthe Family of Noah ;. He and his were 
ved from the. amet 
£-1W 
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0; ps Neremar is'a' Bally fre- 
y*men to this #13 
{nr lery in the Cantor # ren can [16s 
wCbriſti 1584, when a-whole: village, 
cinfilting of #;xery Houſes; !weroover- 
tried by -an Eavtbequate'; there was 
it one ' Family» excepted”; and / but 
one--lalf * Houle ['preſerved.; 5-and« in 
that half of the 'Houſe'that was pre- 
ſerved, the: Maſter: of- the, cs was 


__ Er mntng ag in the! way 


whercmm Shauld ; And ond 
_ pin pro | wo 29:God;.ang 


Ht 


God; "nab 20 pray: ith khem, hot: 
read the ptorekito then: # 
it may: be. Land Mlaades tis 
dren -and Servants; as:a kind FE 
NR +ands av an Engb/p-Ma 


Hr 


Soul 


Fhe: Firſþ: Letter. 43 
; coine':to- the holy Sacrament. ' 
tHe that doth #0t-provide'for bis own, vs 
& than | an d; - He that would 
af their *Bodies' to ſtarve, and does 
give: then ſu ffitient Food, 
es this: Cenſure Reproach : 
ach more doth he/who' neglents) their 
_ It is not . indifferent t&''you, 
« ofgrns Children and Servants be 
kd, and. clothed; and have neceſſary 
rovifions, ''or' no 3' whether they” be 
iriſhed; orwhethier they'be ſtafvet: 
nc is-iCnothitig*to 'you whether they 
bred or damned? Yon 'would not 
''to- the Morder of their 
'will you not be as: js 
Lovell he like o 
i reference to th 
"If Parents rad'no me and 
Wnmited to them "from God | 


FER EN Fs bps 
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| id he, wilt be fad herts 
Pf Child to fy before 6 Par of 
Chriſt, 


Wy 
_ 
ls; 
weed. 
nd 
tle, 
Chib 
ther Y 
Man, 
bar- 
Fidel. f 
wad 
_ 
| 
jeg 
=: 
; were Wh 
x: 


4 
— 


44 Of Family Religion 
Chriſt, There: ſtands -.. ny Fe 
or Mother, whenever prayed with: me 
or inſtruded me ini'the Matters of 'R 
ligion, and fo I minded -it not: +T A | 
like for-@ Servant; he lived-fo mm 
Lonodi with ſuch or ſuch a Maſter, a 
never had. any: Aſliſtance from him toſfi 
er-his Salvation. 1 
..| Certainly as: to Children, rents ar 
are; more eſpecially lined, as hang 
- NeareT Culigations a Ky. 
them, : than any - Miniſters or 0 J 
cat have-to their People. You Chit f 
are--Parts of. your ſelves, ani 
you; are not, concerned. for; their Souls, YA 


unnatural and crvel-to then: 


. for | their Us Wks 

ch molt, are { an-exceſs.). wt 
ouneglett. the Salvation of their S oul 
nd by. SIT Care .of the 1s,:-you 


Ys - : S ; Bodul 
| x ath” SN h On a : | # 
bs aq I g Fx ; - 'S 
þ bl ! | 
o * ” Li . \ ' 


The Firſt Letrey. \ 45: 
od promiſed to' bleſs I/hrnail for-the' 
ce of his Father” Abrabam.” I will 
ie him a great "Nation, for "he is" thy 
bt Gen. 24 I'50"- Bo remember the” 

pſtdie, and they are capable of Grac 
| , | lmmortality; and] will- you” only 
ore de-for them as you do:f6r- your” 
? . Plutarch taxing the Abule*of 
nts, who ſtrive to leave their Chil- 
1; Rich, and :not' Vertuons, faith, 
ide like thoſe who'are ſolicitous' 
hon put "thee: Shoe;. but negle& the Foor. 
x Chit-Yibey depend/on'you for their Mainte- 
and: Fuce and Livelihood, and ſo you have 
Z vantage to promote their-Good ; 
ho will hearken \-to': your Counſels, 
re; Be{ien they will: not regard what' a*Mi- 
reapt-Jiiter-can-fay.' You have an Intereſt 
if oo their Aﬀections, -joyn'd with an'Au- 


t0.4 rity over them; they *are with you 
| w'their tender Years, and ſo. your 
brief Work.is the eaſier. - 


relfare Thixis well deſcribed by an eloquent 
. mhicyPen. © God was c ent 'concer- 
ig Abrabam, that he would teach 

is Children; and Parents have great 

F 4s gs ſrie: Education, bt fem 

nt 
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wemay | 
%:phey Are'96, 
« ;yernmentiin- the World is fo 
< aSthatof Parents over their Clikdru, 
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of their Vow ; and thar is' 

; that Children can. do 

Age; and it: Lak 
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ddret! eleven txtw 
ſyothey 0d: fome Vioknce-to0 
nil vel} landi;tbeinl 

S IE an! failed fda exeſnes 

$5 More prodotbeniprin 
atly/ concetiing” iHfuture: ehings 
hs k when; we- Have a"teſs:Tnfluenco into 
ſtk Ethic Ono a nan 
1 1s Wo dftnery af; fits 
; mi mroaptton Duty:tq then 
'yar je Yr oy Invouk commoniy ſac» 
? -bogu/bothmes; accotdinig 
to Hoy Compariſon : hich one makes 
$Ohild hood -andi;Yourh, to: Water 
lus '6n o [Tablet obne:atter you that 
my which : you! dpawi> your. _ 

= 'mayibe prejutticed 

ertain life, or ms nee. of: in bes 
irs bre they are capable! of prong 

uh ſhun horney :: But yolir tea 
at Hoemey'as it may}begiut _— 

0 11 prevail.more ! arid; theyrwll 


grom [| our: td: -be. m—_ 
= Antony EE ns Bit 


Gakk bg /# Divine, Chat many of thoſe, 
mich xo oeerorſe act Praple, do 
idrea ſix 07 "439 ® 70. yo]. 3 10 -1[dltfle 
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The Firſt | Lorter.'' ae 
wall the World: And if you faw 2 
Birning Furnace, much more the Flames 
Hell; what would you” thirty of that 
rent, who coald find: in tis heart; 
weaft the Child ints it, 'or to: his 
co the lunds of one tharwoald ? 
” & If therefore you love rien, ſhew it 
fs thoſe things wherein their greateſt 
an Intereſt is. concerned, Dos not ſay you 
+ $ove them, and yet be fo aantercifol - 
-Ma: {ts dam them: And what ewy you 
wvour 1 pfibly do more to damn then, than 
no- $19 dring them up in Ignorance, and Sen- 
-- Finbey, and negle of God? 'The De- 
i damns none but by tempting to- 
&;, 1; and drawing them fron Godli- 
ik; ; for there is 116 other way'to Hel. 
Fit it is no greet wonder; for you'do 
d BY Tour Children, but as you do by Tour 
1-40 Ives: You {ay, you defire not” to 
to $4An your ſelves, but yet you do itt: 
and YO it is with reſpect to them. Shallhe 
| tat caſts: his CM Inits the' Sea, fay 
it intends not to drown him? Or" he- 
work fitat ſends _ into « + or 2 
e jntends not ts indanger 
me 1255 Or that trains him up in 
o kilfſhicvery, and Robbing, ſay that he In-- 
rod 4s not have hinr 2 It ivald: 


it, 
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it, and the Judge will take care to have' 


K. done.- 


As-ever. you;would not. be charged 


by. God with the.Murder of their Souls, 
and; haye them. cry out againſt you. in 


everlaſting Fire, as the Means of their | 


Ruine,' be: now faithful and diligent 


for their Salvation. It will be fad for | 
thoſe, who: dedicated their Children to | 
God, by Baptiſm. in-their Infancy, that' 
afterwards they ſhould bring them up | 
for the Devil; the World, ' and the | 
Fleſh 3 as God complains, Exzek. 16. 20, | 


Thou baſt taken thy Sons, and thy Daugh- 


ters,. which thou haſt born UNTO ME, | 
and theſe thou baſt ſacrificed: ts be devun- | 
red, That Sin in the Tfraclites, to fa | 


crifice their Sons and their Daughters 
to. Devils, Pſal..106.,37. was lefs than 


that of Negligent and ; Prophane Px } 
rents, -who ſacrifice not only. the By: | 
dies; but the: Souls of their Children to | 
Satan, -and fo bring them forth to the | 


Murderer, .Hoſ. 9.13. 


Upon the whole, I hope I have ſaid 
enough. to recommend and urge the 
Duty, till I hear what is-further ob- 
jeted, beſides the want. of expreſs po- 


ſitiveScripture. Some of the moſt con- 
| ſiderable 


+ 


wt 
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' T iderable ObjeQtions, I ſhall conſider in 


the next Letter. Let Conſcience be 

faithful, and if you admit of Convicti- 

on by what you have read, take heed 

how you ſtifle it, or delay 'to do that, 

re you cannot deny. but you ought 
to MO 


I am Yours. 


(52) 
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The Second LETTER, 


SIR, 


might be ſaid, and more Methbod:- | 
cally, to prove and urge ſo impor- | 
tant a Duty, as Family Religion and Wor- | 
ſhip, than what I have. mentioned in the } 


|| Am ſenſible that a great deal more | 


former Letter. W hat is done in the midſt 


of many Interruptions, now a little, and | 
then a little, cannot be expected ſhould } 
have that Beauty, Order, and Exadaneſ | 
of Method and Connexion, which you | 


may think neceſſary. However,l proceed 
to what F promiſed, in anſwer to ſome 
ObjeQions : Only lst me premiſe, that it 
- 1s foretold concerning the days of the 
Meſfiab, when the Spirit of Grace and 
Supplication ſhall be poured out on the 

Houſe of David, and on the Inhabi- 
| tants 


1 ſball be upon the wery Bells of t 
q aud the Pots in the Lord's Houſe, or the 
1] Ordinary Pots in the Kitchins of the 
q Temple, /ball be like the Bowls before the 
JI MNtar, * which received the Blood of 
J the Sacrifices; Yea every Pot jn Judah, 
1 «1d Jeruſalem, ſhall be Holineſs unto tbe 
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tants-of Feruſalem; when the Multitude 
of the Ifles ſhall rejoyce, and all Fleh 
ſhall ſee the Glory of the Lard ; That 
Hilineſs to the Lord, (which was the In- 
{cription on the Mitre of Che Fog Prie#) 

he Horſes, 


Ld of Hoſts : That is, the Utenſils of 


1 Irivate Houſes ſhall be dedicated toGod, 
j. { every Family ſhall be. a Temple, wherein 


God ſhall be worſhiped. 


| And as Ged required of the Fews a 
1 Continual Burut-Offering, or a daily Sa- 


crifice of two Lambs; the one in the 


1 Morning, the other in the ungw, of: 


we - It 
may be Fo was that fo often (at leaſt) 
c 


{ he ſhould be worſhiped every Day in 
the Families. of his People. Our daily 


Sacrifices, by Prayer and Praiſe, under 
the fuller Di ion of Goſpel-Grace,. 
ſhould not be fewer or le. frequent 
than theirs of another ſort. 

C 3 But 


— 


* Ztch. 12-10, Chap. 14 20,21-- 
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Bnt I hope I have ſaid enough in the 
"Former Letter to recommend the Wor- 
ſhip of God in Families ; Doubtleſs one 
Advantage of it would be, to: fit us 
for thoſe other . Duties, and Parts of 
'Worſhip, 'which are ſometimes urged to 
excuſe the Negle& of this. For how 
many are ready to ſay, we pray to 
God every day in Secret, and we joyn 
every Week with others in Priblick 
Worſhip ; and what need of any more? 
Whereas one part of our Duty is {} 
far from interfering with the other, | 
that the one will help to the better | 
"performance of the other. By 'pray- 
ing in Secret, you will be inabled to 
pray in your Family : and by both theſe 

" may obtain | Aſſiſtance and Succeſs in| 
*- "the Publick Worſhip of God ; and by at- 
' * zending upon the Publick Worſhip, you 
will be fitted for. the other parts of 
your Duty in Secret and Private. You 
-are obliged to pray in Secret, if you 
had no Families; and it is very doubt- 
ful, in a numerous Family, whether al 
the Members of it do daily 'pray in Sf 
cret, or not. . ' 

If it be ſaid; that there are very ma-J 
ny of thoſe who make a great Profeſl- 
en of Religion, who yet live in the 
nah | neglet 
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mean the many Complaints of Starving 
Families, for mw of Trede * They 
have Tine £xough now £6 pray, for U® 
they heve no Work.. Let ſuch refieg £-.* 
vpos themſclyes, '280d conſider hoy 
mp is from-God, tharwheress, J*® 
W oma _ Trade: and Buſinek ' 
find Time £9 by, tas 
Pal Oni cheir Neglks by blaſt 
their. Endeavors; and: now they want 
Trade, and would be glad of Work #9 


their Tome | 
what neod js there for avy 40by [1 
Þ long 5o Fai ney ore, a8 to hiy- | 
of - their particular | 


Calling Though i ay be all io the | 


Family cannot come together, yet | te 
one ans and poli ahe gercater | ies 
york, If s Alas Prudence,..and Can | & 
be aſed, as £0 the cbaige of f 5% 

the Tie: FEE | hy 
And. if be time mere ſpent in the be 
1, 11m her ageing yi this 

owns Prcdr io the E Many I &/ 
might redeem time from. the Coffee we 
Hoe, and from the Tavern, and. nom | 1 
time-waſting Clubs, 2nd Mectings by | 8" 
appointment, without Bubarcſs 5 whik | 21 
bv Qhildren and Servants at home = 


as expoſed 20 Tewptation, _— 


1 


ng 

it can hardly be denied, that to be- 
gin the Day with God, and heartily 
mplore his Blofang, is the beſt way to 
have it. If what you pet be not ac- 
I compented with . the Divine Bl 4 
{jou will have Little Comfort mn |fach- 
lacreafe. And how can it be proret, 
J that it is your Duty to graſp fo much- 
o the J Workdly Buſinefs, 2s is inconſiftent with 

yer | the worthipiog of God in. your Fami-- 
eater | ies, and having time to: mind the Souks- 
ank. 1 & thoſe committed to your —_ 
28 of I Infneſs, you fay, muſs be minded. Your 

\, I hwful proper Bulinefs, it is true, muſt 
the I be , in its place; But, as one fays, 
be | this Devil of ( pretenated } Buſineſs, bas 
oy | <Proyed and damned more. Souls, than all: 
Me | the Dewide in Helt beets. | 


How eably can.Gud, by Sicknefs, or 
grievous Paznas, unke you for the buſt-- 
rhile | uefs of your Calling, or difable' your 
ome | Servants by Sicknes, if be be prova- 
hed. by your acgheRt of him in your 

| Gs, Fagu-. 
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Families? . He may either blaſt all your 
.Diligence:z- the Curſe of God ſhall blow 
... upon you'z. you ſhall labour much ang 
get-nothing.:; Or he may difable you 
and: yours: from following your Trade 
and "Buſineſs. O- how eaſily can God 
-make..you know, that if you will not 
find a time to pray,. you mult have a 
time "to. be fick, as well as others! 
How: ſoon, and ſuddenly may he ſum- 
-mon you :-by Death to. his Judgment- 


.Seat.!.Think.now, whether, when you | 


ſhall appear there, you will pretend 


the want of time for this Work. Let | 


Conſcience ſpeak the Truth ; Ts it not 


that you want a Heart ? God. allows | 


-vs; a; ſufficient Time for our particular 
Calling: | K our Hearts were filled with 


Love. to God, andawed with his Holy | 
 'Fear, | we ſhould not rob. him of that | 
whiclr. belongs to his Service.. The | 
Grace: of God: to ſandtify- our Hearty, | 


would anſwer and: remave a thouſand 
Auch. Pretences. . ., 
 _ There be. many, whio cannot plead 
he: want: of -Eeaſure, who pretend the 
-want: of Parts, and Gifts to-inſtrutt and 
peach: others, 'or. to: pray: with: then... 
But ket; them» triouſly:accuftom them- 
'Slyes. to: ſecret Prayer, and. they may 
WELL I, -* +, . Qy 


oy 2.4 


| of Gifts for this Duty. 
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quickly learn to pray. in their Families: 
Get but. your Hearts affected [ina due 
manner 'with Family/Wants, and Sins, 
and; Mercies;*and'you will ſoon "be a> 
ble out of the abundance of the Heart, 
to-eXpreſs/ your 'ſelves-ſufficiently well: 
For” it "is' not fine Words, and good: 
Language' that” God regards, and is: 
__- with, but 'a' ſerious, reverend,. 
holy; thankful -Heart. 'You do not 
want words to- expreſs your Defires in 


J other Caſes; nor would: you here; if 


you were to beg your own Life,” or 


I that of a dear' Relation, of ancearth-: 


ly King or Judpge: ** It is a ſhame for 


1 Chriſtians, who have lived long'under 
$ the Miniſtry of the Goſpel, and have: 


fich Advantages”of the” Bible” in'-a 


{ known Tongue;. and: of ſo many uſeful. 


practical' Books, to' pretend” the: want 
However, ra-- 
ther uſe a Form, and take the Aſſiſtance 
of a Book for a while; than whollyneg-- 
k& the Duty. Almoſt all the Old Di-- 


{ rines (called Puritans) acknowledg-- 


e& the Lawfulneſs of a Form of "Prayer; . 
and adviſed the uſe of one in this Caſe:: 
& is: better to own and acknowledge: 
God; and: do: ſomething in' this--kind;, 
though: with ſome: ImperfeRion; than: 
| affront: 


) the-uſt of « goad 
more adviſible,- ond 
of thoſe with when 


THR 


F> 
uae 


| 
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Without Que, 


I 


} 


: And. 


BY 
01 


TH 


wy not, but. the Spirit of Greece 

it of $upplicatien, and ready 
end anable us in forme meaſure 
ſd that jf you negle& not the 
is 18 you, -J0u Would iacreaſt 


oF $.4 
+4 


F 


< 


o* 


: 


In 
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with Mettcr and Expreſſions ; and if 
ou ſtudy your own Hearts, and-ob- 
e the ſtate of your Family, you 
will be competently able to a 
them And God wilt afford you that 


| ing to Phe 
_ God would: have him, becauſe 
was not eloquent, but fon of hou 


canner do. fb well without | 


+ this, and. other Gif#s "by Exerciſe | 
The Holy. Scriptures will -furniſh you 
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family Prefer is Ordinary ;. and the: Or- 
dnary Help, and A/hſtance you therein 
need, you may likewiſe exped.:: + - 

It is a greater Diſconragement to'0- 
thers from the daily : Worſhip of :God 
in their Families, that they are (often 
campoſee of fuch Perſans, as care not 
to joyn in ſuch Doties: - Or they are 
fach Scoffers, that it is a fernple-whe- 
ther they ſhould be ſuffered to-be pre» 


1 feor, if they were willing. Some” had 
1 rather " alone, than indeavour; or 


defire fach Company ; they think they 
had better leave ther out, than bare 
their preſence, who will not heartily - 
yn in. the Requeſts that are made to- 

and who defire not his Grace, or 
ſeek his Favour. : 

Fo fuch it may be faid, That it is 
the Duty even. of wicked Mcn to.pray 
to Ged: and you know net what fice 
ee their joyning with you may be 
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attended with. Some have dated their 
firſt Convittion 'and Converſion; from 
Family Prayer and Inſtruction, You 
knowing the Sins 'of thoſe in your Fa- 
ould +be-.very ſerious -in the 


:mily., ' 
Confeſſion of Sin.3. and God may touch | 


- -their Hearts, and give them Repen- 
.. - tance... However, if you look to your 


own Hearts, and do not regard Iniqui- | 
ty-there; the Wickedneſs of others in | 
the. Family ſhall not . be laid to. your | 
Charge; while you do what hes in' you | 


for their Recovery. | [The Preſence of 


Judas with our Lord and Saviour, when | 


he prayed-with his Diſciples, did not 


render them unacceptable to: God : For | 


4 know, ſays Chriſt to his .Father, thou 
'  heareſt me always. 14 you are ſincere in 
- your*Werſhip, the Preſence of unwor- 


thy :Perfons will not obſtru& your Ac- | 
ceptance iwith God. Another Man's | 


Unbelief will not. prejudice thy Faith. 
If you ſhould ſcruple- to* pray in your 
- Families on that account ; . What think 
. you of a-Miniſter's.Prayer in the Publick 

- Congregation? If any. negle& Family 
Worſhipon this Pretence, they are-moſt 
likely. to be ſuch,. as- refuſe to: conie 
to the'Lord's Table;. becauſe of the Ad- 
. -miſſion. of ſuppoſed unworthy: Perſons, 
,. {4 Jo te 3 Ia Os | | Rut: 


od »} e ' a » ; 
FiJa is s# +4 of, : « ©, + 


L Children is- ſo manifeſt, and their Du- 


J vants,' that this Obje&tion ſpeaks. And: 


- I will E cut off; Ht that tellets Lies ſhall not 
{ But where is the Authority of the Head 


kt them know you were their Maſters. 
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But how is it that they. come to hear the 
Word, and joirr in publick Prayer 'in 
the Congregation, while this.ObjeRion 
s ſtronger there, than with reference 
to Prayer in their own Houſes *-- 

The Authority of Parents asto their 


ty to oblige them to join'in the Wor- 
ſhip of God:is ſo-plain; that it'is prin- 
cipally as to ſcornful, or ſtubborn'Ser- 


as to them, unleſs they” prove much 
otherwiſe than you'thought they would; 
jou were greatly to blame in admit- 
ting ſuch: And after triat of other 
Means for their Conviction and Cure, 
if they can be removed; you ought to 
doit, Pſal. Tor. 4, 5, 7- 4 fromard 
Heart ſhall depart from me, -a Slandevrer 


tarry in my;/ight;, or dwell :in-myHouſe. 


of a Family all this while? Should they 
not obſerve: your Orders-in Matters of 
Trade and Buſineſs, you would'quickly 


And does that Relationſignify nothing; 
to'them; while- they dwell' under: your: 
Roof, 'and:; are: imployed: im your Ser- 
Tice? Doth not: the-Fourth: Commands» 
, 4 ment: 
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ment @ppoſe 3 Maſter's Authority to 
ref, his Family to wenſhip God with | 

him ? And your Concern for their Souk 

oblige obligeth you to endeavour it. 

ere 5 one very common Objedi- 
an, that 1 fear, has too mnch of (ad 
Truth for the Foundation of it, mis. 
That many of thoſe, who pray inther 
Famikes, and read the Holy Scripture 


there, and keep up the Externals of 
Relig beyond their Neighbours, do 


other Mens Children; their Servants 

., are N09. hetter than other Mens Ser- 
” vants ; they themlves no better than 
CI Neighbours : They are 
on their Knees, and another 


FREOEFEFEEY EPY gs 
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yalk diſorderly -in their: daily Conver- 
ktions? Who begin with God in che 
a3 "pig and keep Company with-the 

Devil all theDay after. - What:Stum- 

»blocks do they lay jin- the way af 
ignorant .Children, and ungodly Ser- 
ants, and Neighbaurs, who -are ac- 
-_ with it! They tempt them $0 
be Athe/ts, and deny God, and make 
them.queſtion the Reality of Religion. 
Put whatever Hypocribe any fuck may 
be guilty of ip ſuch like Dues; it wall 
got diſcharge you from the Obligation 
io perform them fincerely. - You! may 
s well refuſe. 46 5oin ja ppblick, Wor- 
ſhip, becauſe ſome conſtant Hearers 
we 00 better. than ſome of - thoſe who 
ſay away, and turn their Backs: vpon 
al Tvoh paſitzve loſtitutions, | | + 

- However, it is not the Fruit of their 
ipg, but the want -of Seriopſne6 

Sincerity, which provokes God to 
kave them to the Power of Temptati- 
On. It is not long of Chriſt, and of 
the Holy Scriptures, and of Religion, 
and of Chriſtianity, that any profeſling 
Chriſtians are ſo bad. - No Ruler was 
ever ſo ſevere againſt -Sin, - as Jefus 
Chriſt ; no Law was ever & ftrict in 
the forbiddiong Sin, as the Td _y 
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Chriſt-: The Rule iis 'ſtreight,* and the 
Chriſtian Religior'is not to be blamed, 
-becauſe ſome- that! profeſs it are not 
-true-to their -own Profeſſion':: They 
condemn themſelves, 'and diſhonour 
God, and reproach their Lord and $a. 
-viour,-afd without Repentance he will 
condemn'them too-z Pſal. $0.17. Theſe 
things baſt thou done, and Ikept ſilence, 
thou. 'thoughteſt T was altogether ſuch a 
one as bs 
.and ſet *tby 'Sins in order before thee. | 
will reje& your Sacrifices, I will ſpread 
the Dung 'of. your ſolemn Services be- 
fore / your Face; Your very Prayers 
ſhall witneſs againſt you. : Fe 
_ - A-Ctution/ yet is 'needful here, To 

take heed-of bearing falſe Witneſs, or 
eaſily believing'one againſt our Neigh- 
'bour. : "Do: not haſtily credit every 
Story yon are told, againſt fach as pro- 
feſs Religion. For the Devil- imploys 
a great many to do his Work, by de- 
faming and diſcrediting ſuch. - Every 
leſſer Fall of ſuch a one ſhall be blazon- 
ed: Though it were but a ſingle Fault, 
.committed- but -once, and ſoon and 
heartily repented of, and ſeldom or ne- 
ver relapſed into ; it ſhall yet be longer 
talk*d of, and more aggravated;: oy 
| the 


ſelf; but I will reprove thee, | 
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the cuſtomary, continued, foul Mifcar- 
riages of others. This is ſeen daily a- 
mong ſuch, whoſe Hearts are filled with 
They J Enmity againſt real Holirieſs. 
MNnour Y'*Granting therefore, (what is too no- 
d $a. {} torious to be denied) that ſome Few, 
e will E who pray to God every Day, do' yet 
Theſe © live as if they believed there were 
ence; © none; yet compare the Families of ſuch 
ih a © #5 daily worſhip God together; with 
thee, © the Families of others, that-'neglect 
. 1 I God and Religion; and it is not or- 
read }} dinarily true, that the former are no 
; be- © better than the Jatter - The Families of 
yers | ſach are commonly the Nurferies:of 
Religion. Was not Noah's Family bet- 
To | ter than the drowned World, though 
» or |} there were orie Cham in it? as there 
igh- | was one Fudas in the Family of Chri/f 
very | Himſelf? What would you think of a 
pro- | Man, ſays Mr. Baxter, who, looking 
foys I over his Neighbour's Garden, when' his 
de- f own is all over-run with Weeds, 'and 
rery {| wholly negleted, ſhould ſee in his 
:0n- {| Neighbour's Ground here and there a 
ult, ] Weed, mixt with much better Stuff; 
and J and thereupon ſhould ſay, Theſe Men 
ne- | that beſtow ſo much Pains about their 
ger {| Gardens, in dunging and weeding, &c. 
= yet they have Weeds in their Garden, 
the as 
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as well as thofe that do nothing; there. 
fore who wauld tbe at ſo much pains ? 
Thus fookifhly-do People talk .of theſe 
that pray, and read, and inſtruct their 
Famibes, and hear Sermons, &c. they 
have their Faults, as well as others; 
wicked Penſons amongft them, as well 
a$athers ; their Children and Servants 
are bad, aswell as. ours. But they can- 
ſider not, that it is not the whole Gar- 
den that 45 over-run with Weeds, as 
yours 1s, it is but bcre and therea Weed; 
and as :ſo0n as they ſpy any, they pluck 
them/up, and do what they can to pre- 
vent their growth and ſpreading. 

There 5s ſome Difficulty i 
thoſe whoſe Lot is caſt into prayerief 
Families, who would be glad with al 
_ Hearts, to have the Worſhip of 


kept vp; bat have cither wo | 
_ or prevalency to bring it about. | 


My Lot 1s caſt into fuch an ignorant, 
worldly, prophane Family, 1{ays a re- 
Kgious Servant, where they call not 


upon the Name of God fram Wee fi 


ice, and bound by his Parents, 
vbho ſhould have choſen better for him; 
he may bear it the better, as hoping 
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God will not charge: it as his Faule: 
kat if you: raſkly' ingaged your felves 
mo 'fock 4: Family. becauſe it was 'a 
od: more: Eaſe, or _ m_y 

onght to: repent;. and' beg © 
on forgiveneſs. ;. and CRIED _ fome 
at ſodgment, It. may be tern 
ful Jo fhould follew' you. You 
mght- to remove into @ better Air, as 
for as you: can. conveniently, Bur let 
ze hy you, as you. tender the Ho- 
God, reef pro Credit of Reli- 
gion ; while:you ftay in. fuch a wicked 
anily;. indeavour with utmoſt Humi- 
ity, Modeſty, Seriouſnefs, and Circum- 
pettion, to adorn: your Profeſſion; to 
ave a Conrititen | in the Conſcienceof 


regent and pockalicl agxinit hs 
boly Ways of God ? Ic muy fall out that 
if you carry it fs, as't6 win-the Loveof 
you ſhull havear Opportunity offer- 
Nye: ter fuggeſt, and nrge ſores 
Family-Prayer and 


Tuk Worthy antt poſſibly obtain! to. huve 


Cbogun, 'Be fore, however, that you-be 
more 
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more. diligent and : conſtant in ſecret 
Prayer: The leſs. help. you have in the 
Family, the more ſhould you redeem to F* 
be alone with Gad, '. But Servants who 
value; the Welfarg of their Souls, and 
their Improvement in Grace,ſhould take 
heed what Fanwlies they chuſe to dwell 
in. Do not, out of 'choice, place your 
ſelves in a Houſe where God doth not 
dwell; to which the Curſe of God ac- 
cording. to: his Word, is threatened. | 
You know. he dwells: in_ the Houſe of 
Prayer ; His. own Houſe is ſuch, and 
ours ſhould be ſo too; and he inhabits 
the Praiſes of . his People. 

My caſe is yetworſe, may ſome ob- | 
ject; I am Son to a prayerleſs Father, | 
and I. cannot leave the Houſe; Or I 
am Wife to a Husband that minds not 
God, or his own Soul, much leſs mine, 
or. any in the Family. The like Ad- 
vice as was given before to religious 
Servants, is fit to be taken here; Viz, 
to ſpend the more time in ſecret Prayer, 
and Cloſet Devotion, and to pray the 
more. earneſtly and fervently for ſuch 
a Relation, who is the Head of a Fs 
mily,. and yet negle&s the Duty of his 
p_ The holy fervent Prayer of 1 

teving Child, or Wife, may help to 


ave 
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fye: an unbelieving 'Parent,.' or -Huſ-, 
land; It, may obtain;Graee: from God 
(tur, bis Heart. _ In the next Sick-; 
els, or, under- the next:;worldly Croſs: 
Ro. Diſappointment,, 'or ; Family-ſtrait 
ind Affliction, you may have a-Seaſon 
dwey Ifer*d with Meekneſs .to ſuggeſt this, 
| ad other Duties; .and who can tell 
h not tbe Succeſs ? However, take heed to a- 
d ac. J{orn your Profeſſion; and let ſuch near 
ened, Iiclations, with whom you are obliged. : 
uſe of NY dwell,. be convinced by your Chri- 

and Iſtian Carriage, .of the Amiableneſs and 
iahien Excellency of a Holy Life, .and be made. 
tb think and ſpeak well of prafQtical 
e ob. I6odlineſs. 
ather, | If the. Parent, or Husband be either 
Or ] Jufit or unwilling to pray in the Fami- 
s not Jy 3 can you not obtain that ſome other 
mine, {may do it in his room and ſtead ? 
- Ad- I Though it be the proper Work of the 
gious Maſter of the Family, yet in many Ca- 
Viz, Its another may be ſubſtituted ; even 
rayer, $42 holy Servant ſometimes, with the 
y the {Maſter's leave and deſire. Or, in his 
' ſuch JSickneſs or Abſence, I know not why, 
2 Fa, $1n divers Caſes, the Wife, who is to 
ff his [ſtare in the Government of the Fami- 
of a {1f, may not perform Family-Prayer, at 
Ip to | kaſt with thoſe of her own Sex 3 _- 
wit 
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with all the Family if fe be a Pidow . 
and if he be a We, why not in the 
Hasband"s Abſence ? -For if br dv nor 
his Duty in this- perticnlar, what rex. 
ſorr is there, thr ſhe' my noc” be: the 
Monrtt of the Family to:God in Prayer 
rather than it ſhonld be omitted? *' 

Thefe pfain things I offer'd and re. | — 

commended with Serioufneſs toremore || = 
the common Objections; Pleas, and Ex- i - 
cuſes for the'neglett of Family-Retigio | — 
and Worſhip, an gs Party of I 
the' feveraf Relations in Religions Fa- 
milies. If any may be hereby confirm'd, IT 
or corvinc'd, I know you wal rejoyce || * 
with me, and bleſs God. | 
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SIR, | 


Ithout farther Preface; I con- 
| tinue to make good myPro- 
| miſe, - by ſending you" the 


Jkemainder of my Papers on this Sub- 
Jic#, containing ſome © Dire&1ons, ' and 
JCounſels relating to Family Religion. © 
You who are Heads of Families, are' 
in the firſt place obliged to be v 
Careful, and CircumſpeR, - Serious and 
Exemplary in your Lives : ( you' ought 
— {to take heed, that you give no Exam- 
ple of Vice before Inferivurs.) They 
will ſooner Imitate youin what is Evil, 
than Good. Let them have no Ingou- 
ragement or Countenance given 'them _ 
Of Ito Sin, by any thing they ſee you'do.. 
You will quickly —_” —_—_ 


< 
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and Power to reprove, or ſuppreſs their 
Evils, if your own Example counte- 
: nance them in it. It is altogether un- 
- + likely, that Religion ſhould thrive a. 
+, mong Childreg.and. Servants, where 
the Pateys ior Adaſter\gives a Pattern | 
of Drunketineſs, or CG of In- 
juſtice, -Deceit, and Fraud ; or only 
keeps up the Worſhip of God, to cloak 
his owti Wickednefs, or ſerve ſome {e- | 
cular Deſign. . _ Wo. to. thoſe _ Parents 
and Maſters, whoſe Children are Wit- 
"neſſes of their Impiety, and like enou 
ta. rhearigh them (without a — | 
to. their eternal Ruine, New | 
bad fb 4 wicked; Child, \faid/ a 
bellious 5 Son; Yes 
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and cantious, not toiſpeak an-uncome- 
ly word. in the preſence of their 'Chil> 
un- } dren. Certainly the Head of a Chris 
: a- } ſtian Family is obliged to behave him- 
iere F ſelf: Wiſely" in an upright way; and to 
ern f walk within his: Houſe with @' Perfel# 
In- F Heart, Pſal. 101, 2. and in'all things 
ly I toſhew himſelf a Pattern of Good Works; 
oak | Tir. 2.7 A prudent, grave, chearful, 
e- | fincere Deportment;as becometh Saints, 
cuts } would recommend Religion; and 'dif- 
Vit- I fuſe the: ſavour of'it -to'all about- It. 
= But [if you' give them" never {© ' good 

Counſel, they will ſooner be influenced 
by a bad- Life, ' than- by - the beſt of 
Words. All your. good Precepts and 
Yes } Counſets,| will be as Water fpilt-ori-the 
ground, if not accompanied by a' good 
Example. What you would reprove 
cal- } and amend in their Words or Adtions, 
hat { Jet; them be. ſure to hear nothing of it 
#6, {| inyourDiſcourſe,' and' fe nothing of it 


» © | inyourPraftice 1s You muſt lea@ then 
hat, the way in Humility' and Clarity, in 


the Government -of - the Tongue; Paſ- 
fions, Appetite; in the- Redemption of 
Time, in-Prayer, and love to the H6- 
dy Scriptures,''-and the 'Ordinances' of 
che Goſpel, &. 1 11 
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. How can a drunken: or unrighteous 
Father, or Maſter expe his Children, 
and Servants ſhould be ſober and faith- 
ful? - Can you: hope to teach them: $0- 
briety, and; they' ſee, you are Intempe- 
rate ?. or Meekneſs, when they ſee you 
cannot igovern - your Paſſions? They 
will, ſooner: learn your: Sin,' than your 


Trade:'; And 1s not the:-Money given | 


with.ſuch:;an Apprentice very i} be- 
ſowed? One; Two, Three Hundred 
Pounds, or more;, to have them taught 
to ſerve the. Devil, and damn their 
Souls, -by the Example of a wicked Ma- 


#ſter'?.. But ſuch Maſters ſhall have-dou- | 
ble- Damnation--. Therefore let, your | 


own Example teach all: your Relations, 
that; Holineſs and- Unblamableneſs, in 
Tongue: and Life, which you deſire 
they ſhould learn and practiſe. 

But belides your own Example, - you 
are -obliged:by zll. other ways to:indea- 
vour: their Spiritual and Eternal Good, 
You are :wor/e than Infidels, if you pro- 
vide not. what -is- Needſul, and Fit for 
them-as to*their Temporal Life; much 
more if- you. negleQ their Sonls.' O look 
vpgn-them with-'/Pity and Compaſhon; 
help them, as knowing their Ignorance, 
their Temptations, and Danger ! Re- 

; . mem er , 
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member, :they- muſt ſhortly die, and be 
faved or periſh, for ever. Uſe all Ad- 
yantages you have to. do them good : 
Let them not be betrayed-to eternal 
Ruine, by your -negle&; ;, Miniſters, b 
publick Preaching, 'Fannat: do ſo imu 
to. further their Salvation,” as you-z 
and it is very little we can hope to 


8 do, without your Aſliſtance. You can 


ſpeak (ſharply enopgh ſometimes) of 
unfaithful Miniſters, -who--neglect the 
Souls of their People; :but.conlider not 
your own Guilt and dreadful Reckon- 
ing, upon the like Account. You ex- 
pe&t more Duty ſometimes from One 
Miniſter, than Six can perform, while 
you make no Conſcience of neglect- 
ing your own' Duty, in! your, proper 
SPAere. bw, 

It will be a dreadful Meetingin the 
Day of Recompence, to have your 
Children or Servants to accuſe their 
Parents and Maſters; ſaying, 1 was. fo 
many Years in. my Father's Houſe ;; or 
L lived ſo long with ſuch a Maſter, who 
never concerned himſelf about my 
Soul : I had never been a Servant of 
Sin, and a Firebrand of Hell, if. he 
had done his. part to prevent. #t.. | The 
like will be true of ungodly. Husbands 

D 3 and 
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and" Wives, 'who' notwithſtanding the 
Duty and Profeſſion of the | deareſt 
Love, do little or nothing to ſave one 
another from 'the Wrath to come. O 
crue} Husband !- O'curſed' Wife! It 
was long: of Tex,: that'I am now aloft, 
bndone Creature 3* You never did afy 
thing to aſſiſt my Salvation, it was long 

+ of You, that'l] came 'to this Miſerable 
'End ; Tow neither by Example, or Dif- 
courſe, or Prayer, or Admonition, &c. 
diſcovered" any Care.for' your own Soul, 
or for mine.” Yea how: many in ſuch 
Relations, do'much to hinder, and ob- 
ſrat the Happineſs and Salvation of 
thoſe, whom they are moſt concerned 
and obliged to' help ! Por if the 'one-be 
ungodly,” and the other be-an awakened 
ſerious Chriſtian ; the Latter ſhall com- 
monly find the greateſt Oppoſition and 
Difficulty, and Hinderance in Religion, 
from him; or her,who ſhould have give 
the greateſt UE Afliſtance. 

Remember efore, that befidg 

Prayer in your Houſe, you have other 
Indeavours to uſe, For the Salvation of 
thoſe that live with yu. You mock God 
by pron for the converfionof Children 
and Servants; if you do! not otherwiſe 
indeayour it : fon do not indeavyorr 


< to 
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to. convince them of the? Sin Sin,./ard of 
their need of "Chriſt 'an& Me Ghce* "if 
you do not rerommend' him as the beſt 
Maſter, and put them in mi of the 
uncertainty of this Life, 'and ofthe cer- 
tain Acconnt''they muſt give t0 be) 
another day; of all their Time, 

Talents, &c. And yet this oeglett'is 
now ſo common, that they are reckon- 


ed Good Parents; and God Maſters, who 


will but pive their Children and "Ser- 

vants leave to' be. good, ant ga to Hea- 
yen without them Who Will not hin- 

der their Inferiours from qa) Þ God. 


0 Oe er their Conſciences, 


2nd reffrain ep ale their and warch 
vyer their Ca ; to make 
= hate Sin love tineſs, and 


ize the pie, and delight in the Or 
ances and inſtitutions of Chrift, anfl 


Hike good Compal, ard: diflike all 'q- 


thers, &c. 
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.., And to. what End. hath God given 
you The Autherity ; of Parents, or Ma- 
fters, if not to prevent Sin, and to pro- 
mote Holineſs in your Families? Hy- 
mane Nature 1s ſo corrupt, that (un- 
Jeſs in ſome few with whom the Spirit 
of God begins very early, and the Ef- 
feats of Holy . Baptiſm are diſcovered 
in Childhood ) there need to be great 
Reſtraints put upon. .it, by thoſe who 
have Power and Authority over Young 
People. . Your Authority muſt be ke 
up, leſt 'you - ſhould be deſpiſed by 


thoſe that-you ſhould Rule, Labour 


therefore to underſtand the Nature, 
Uſe, and. Extent of that Authority, 
with Relation to. all in your Family. 
And:the more, you: grow in: Knowled; 
and Holineſs, and walk according to 
the Goſpel-Rule; the. better will you 
preſerve your Authority among all 
your Inferiours. Humility and Wiſ- 
Yo, 996 cirgamlpert Walking, will 
you to do them the more good 

in the uſe. of that. Power-which God 
has given you. The Indulgence, and 
Allowance of Children in what is fin- 
ful, you know did highly provoke God 
in the caſe of Eli, and how dear did it 
coſt him ? That bis Sons made yang 
| Vit, 
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vile, and. he reſtrained them not, % Sal. » 
3.13. You mult not let W:ckedneſs dwell 
im your Tabernacle, Job 11. 14. or int 
thoſe of your Family. They will ob- 
ſerve your Orders, and regard your 
Commands ; if you do not indiſcreet- 
ly loſe your Authority, by not keeping 
your diſtance, or ſuffering them to be 
too bold with you; or \on' the other 
hand making, them. too ſtrange, ſo as 
to be fearful and diſcouraged, $ here 
ſpeak eſpecially of Children :) If what 
you reſolve upon, and order, in com- 
manding what is good, or forbidding 
what 1s evil, you ſee wr rrgry 
obſerved, ſtill managing all with Aft- 
ſection and Love; and manifeſting the 
Honour of God, and the Intereſt of 
their Souls, and Salvation, to have been 
your greateſt Motive, And remember; 
that Commendation when they do-well 
is as needful, as Reproot and Correci- 
on, when they tinfully tranſgiels; which 
alſo: ought to be without Partiality, or 
the cauſelets cockering, or countenan- 
cing of one above the relt, .- | 
\.1 The like may be ſaid, though with 
ſome difference, with reſpect to. Tow 
Servants. Be Juſt, Compaſſionate, and 
Loving to them, but loſe not your Au- 
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_ thority .as a'Maſter: Be Faithful and 
Aﬀectionate inyour Counſeling of them 
for the good of their Souls. But if 
- be refractory and ſtubborn, and 
flight your Advice, and go on in Sin, 

and wax worſe and worſe, and deride 

frious Godlineſs in their Fellow-Ser- 
vants; you mult uſe other Methods, or 
get rid of them, as ſoon as you can. 

You are to take care, that Wicked- 
neſs dwell: not within your Houſe, 
without Admoniſhmg and Reproving 
of it. You muſt warn them who are 
anruly, and of others have Compaſſion, 
making a difference. ' Some muſt be re- 
duked fharpty, others ſave with fear, 

pulling * them out of ' the Fire, Jude 
a2, 23 Verſes. | ij 

'As to thoſe who have Trades and 


Famihes, but God hath nor bleſſed them 


with Children, or hath taken them away 
LO ; their Care, and Labour, and 
Truſt is thereby teſſened, and they 
ouglt'to be the more careful-with re- 
He to their Servants. Fhey have 
many Conſiderations to keep them from 
Repining, er Soxrowing much. for the 
want of -Children, upon the Aceount 
of the Duty, the Pains, 'the Care, and 
"Grief of Heart, which vitcy oy 0 
TIM ON ; 
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from-: For in this diſſolute Age, bow' 


few Children anſwer the Hopes, . De- 


fires, and Pains of Parents? Or prove - 
Comforts to them when they grow up ?- 


If God had given you Children, ar 
prolonged their Lives z what-a Life of 


Trouble and Sorrow might They pro- . 
bably have paſſed in' this. World? be- 
ſides the conſtant Fear you would have- 
had of their Sin and Damnation : which 
may be put in the Ballance againſt 
the Uncertain Comforts of thoſe who 
have Children, abſtraQing from that 
Conſolation, which ariſes from - the 
faithful diſcharge of Duty to them. 
More particularly, it is adviſable, 
with Family Prayer, to joyn Serious 
Reading of the Holy Scriptures every Day, 
and frequent Catechizing, or Inſtruct- 


. Ing of Inferiours in the Principles of 


Religion. Abrabam had ſuch Traimed, 
Catechized Servants in his Houſe, Theſe 
things that I command thee, ſays God to 
tis Antient People, /hall bein thy Heart, 
and thou ſhalt teach them diligently to thy 
Children, Deut. 4. 9. chap. 11. 19. Teach 
a Child in the way be ſhould go, and 
when he is Old, he will not depart from 
it, Prov. 4. 4. chap. 22.6. 2 Tim.1, 3. 
Acquaint them by little and little with 

| the 
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the great Dofrines. of Chriſtianity ; 
give them Line upon Line, and Pre- 
cept upon Precept, 'as they are able to 
receive, and bear it.' Acquaint, them 
betimes with' the Word, and Works 
of God, When you fit in the Houſe, o 
walk by the Way, or lie down, or riſe up; 
by asking them Queſtions, and putting 
them-upon asking you. Abrabam's Ex- 
ample is approved, and recommended 
by God in this matter, Ger. 18. 1g, 
For I know bim, that be will command b;; 
Children, and bis Houſhold aftcr bim, that 
they ſhall kecy the way of the Lord. 
Never dil any Age afford better 
Helps for Catechizing, than this; there 
being ſo many excellent Catechiſms, or 
Summaries of Chriſtian Religion, atrea- 
dy printed, and caſy to be had. If 
any of you want 2 Method for Regular 
Carechizing in your Families, as ſup- 
poſe: upon 2 Lord's-day Evening, or 
once a Week; let me mention one, 
which is pradtifed by many with good 
Succefs, in ſome Counties of this Na- 
tion viz. Ler' the Maſter of the Fa- 
Iy begin with a ſhort Invocation of Gad, 


praying for his Preſence, Alliſtance 


and Bleſſing ; and then ask the younger 
{rt 7:.ree Queſtions out of the Aſſemblies 
ib | | Cate- 


-— 
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Catechiſm, and upon each of the three 


Anſwers, ask the.cxplicatory Queſtious 
in Mr. Foſeph Allex's Catechiſm, or Mr. 
Lye's, ſo that by anſwering. Tes op No, 
you will perceive whether they, under- 
ſtand the matter, treated, of... After 
this, read The fuller Explication of thoſe 
Three Queſtions in ſome larger ,Cate- 
chiſm, as that of _ Mr. Thomas .Fincent ; 
and then cloſe with a. ſhort Prayer ; 
and if you can, Sing 4 Pſalm...;;All 
which may be done in; an, Hour, and 
you will find it very profitable both; for 
younger and elder People... 
The reading of the. Holy Scriptures 
frequently,in your Families, as well as 
in your Cloſets, upon the Week-days, 
as well as upon the Lord's-day, I hope 1 
need not uſe many Arguments: to :re- 
commend. Deut. 11.18. They are able 
to make us wiſe unto Salvation, and 
they are ſuitable to every Caſe, that 
you or yours can be in. They that 
cannot read, or will not read, or have 
not ſo much time to-read, may be pro- 
fited by your reading the Holy Scrip- 
tures in your Family with them. The 
Singing of Pſalms or Hymns, in Chriſtian 
Families, where there are enough who 
are able to joyn in that part of Wor- 
thip, 


$6 Of Family Religion. 
ſhip; is alſo'a yery'commendable and 
vibvtiont part of Farkity-Religion, Co. 
3:6. Let theWord of Chriſt dwell in yu f| 
richly" in all wiſdom, teaching and admo- |} ve 


—— nd ſpiritual: Songs, ſinging with grace in | vu 

your bearrs'to the Lord. Eſpecially on the Þ| jje 
"Lowe's kt F "3 

© | "And that I would next ſpeak of, be- o 


cauſe I am a wg that no Family- I ,f 
Religion: uly kept up, without 
the Sanftification of the palh Sabbath, 4 
Whar the Jews faid fallly of Chriſt, we 
may apply traly” to many a Pa- 
rent, and Maſter ; This Man is not of 
God, for be keepeth not the Sabbath Day, 
and takes no Care that his Family with 
him do fo. You have many helps to 
underſtand ' the Nature of the Duty, 
and of your Chriſtian Deportment on 
that Day,” in publick, private, and ſe- 
cret. You would do well, the Night 
before to, make ſome Preparation for 
the Solemnity of that Day ; and in the 
Morning, to poſſeſs your Souls with the 
Conſideration of the Privilege you en- 
joy in fach weekly Seaſons of approach- 
ing to God, and paying Homage to 
him. Serious Godlineſs has never been 
found to flouriſh. in any 'Sanl, or in a- 
ny 
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ny Houſe, 'as to any Perſon; ' or atry Fa. 
mily, where tlie ftrict * Obſervation of 
the Lord's Day has been hegkeaed.” If 
you begin with Gad in/Fecrer,' thyt' will 
prepare you for Family-Worſhipz 'the 
private Worſhip of God in your Fami- 
lies will fit you for the 'publick ; *and 
your Careful ſerious Attendance omthat 

will help you to retorn' to the Worſhip 
of God in your Families, "and Cloſets. 
Yon' onght to methodize, and - time 
theſe Duties ſo, as one-may not inter- 
fere _— other. San&tify the wv 
Day to God, improve every part of it ;. 
make it not ſhorter than he ee 
Days of the Week, as many do, by ri- 
ſing later, and going to ſooner. 
Bring as many of your Families to the 
publick Worſhip with you, as yon can. 
When Elkamat went to ſacrifice to the: 
Zord, be and all bis Houſe went with bim: 
1 Sam. 1.21. And if you recolleR, an 


"repeat to them aferwards, the -Sub- 


ſtance of what you, and they have heart 
preached, it may promote their At- 
tentivenels. in hearing, aſſiſt their Me- 


*. See- wy Lord Chief Fuſtice HALES's Contents 
plations, 8*. Vol. I. DireRions to his Children, 
wucting the keeping of rhe LORD's DAT. 
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7 <BtSat ; they. heard, and 
Huicken;your ow rr Aﬀections.”. That by 
| the Holy, Scriptures,” by Cate- 
y- riding by re Sermons,&c.'your 
n and /Servants-may be inſtrud- 
FN ee Knewkedg of God, his Na- 
NS an orks,.and Will; 3.in the 
nowled of. Themſelves, the kmmor- 
pai Fog p EA Souls; the Nature of Sin, 
"Ef Apoſtacy, 'and the ſad Effeds 
of ; it, -our Redemption and Recovery 
b y Jeſus Chrilt, his Perſonz-his Offices, 
bis Ordinances and. Sacraments, his 
Premiſes, Faith in him, .the Covenant 
of Grace, the Properties and Privileges 
of Belieyers, the Rewards and Puniſh 
ments of the next Life, &c. 
In ſhort, do but ſpend that Day, as 
knowing . how ſmall, a part- of every 
Week, one Day is to be ſolemnly im- 


ployed in preparing for an Eternal 


State : do but imploy that Day, under 
the Senſe of the Value, of Immortal 
Souls, your own; and others: And 
think how near the Judgment-Day may 
be, when you muſt be accountable to 
God for all your Time, and eſpecially 
ſuch ſacred Time. Do but ſpend that 
Day, as believing the Good or Evil In- 
fluence it wilt have upon all theother 
Days 
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Days ofthe: Week ; The | Afﬀairs of 


your Souls will thrive, or not thrive, «$ 


tbe Lord's Day. is ſanCtified, or negleQ- 
ed: The Souls, of your Children and 


Servants, if not minded then, - are un- 


likely to-be minded on the other Days of 
the Week : And oftentimes it is found, 
that even your civil, and ſecular. Af- 
fairs do proſper, or not, according to 
your Care, or Remiſneſs in ſanQifying 
the Lord's Day. 

Moreover, you ought not only to 
pray with your Families, and worſhip 
God with them; but to obſerve the 
Neceſlities of every one in particular, 
and heartily to. pray for them in ſecret. 
You would have more Comfort in your 
Family=-Relations, 'and God more Glv- 
ry from. them ; did you- more fervent- 
ly beg of God the Grace which you and 


they do need. Afonica the Mother of 
"Auſtin, had gracious Anſwers to her 


Regpets to God, both for her Husband 
and her Son. How can you ſtrive with 
God in Prayer for your own Souls, and 
not remember to do the like for thoſe 
whoſe Souls are committed to your 
Care ? . O that my Son may live to 
thee !,O that my Daugbters may not 
die for ever ! O that my Servants may 

| Be pt Ss 
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not ſerve the Devil? O'that there may 
mot be a Son of Perdition, nor a Daugh- 
ter of Belial, nnder my Roof! Have 
mercy on me, O Lord, ſaysthe Woman 
of Canaan unto Chriſt - "For oy gs 
ter is grievouſly vexed-with a Devil, A 
certain Man, at another time, comes 
Kneeling to him, ſaying, Lind bave 
"mercy uyou my Son, for be is a Lymatick, 
and fore 'wexed > For oftentimes % Yale 
'Wa- 


I : , 
Satan; =nd' that he would have mercy 
on them, and bring them to themſelves. 
You know tiot what effe@ your Prayers 
may have while you live; nor of what 

vantage a Stock of Prayers, laid vp, 
may be unto your Children, after your 
Death. The largeſt Portion, the faireſt 
Iaheritance, ' or Eſtate yon can leaye 
them, may be "a- much leſs gy po 
= our 
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Four Intereſt in the ' Covenant, 'and 
hearty Prayers for their Salvation, is 
z Treaſure, they cannot ſufficiently 
ralue. © Whereas 'a wicked Father lays 
ny for bis Children, as you have 
Expreſlion;::Fob: 2.1: 1'9, 20:1 He may 
tore up Riches, and God+treafures up 
Wrath: And upon Imitation- of their 
Father?s Sins, God' fills up the Meaſure 
falls Fof their :Judgment, Zake 11:48; go. | 
Wa- $- While you :negle&t /not Family::and 
"the ſecret” Prayer '-in' theſe: Teſpelts,1pou 
& Init likewiſe 'remember! to - obſerve 
what Anſwers, God at any time” gives 
to ſuch Prayers; What ſerious Impref- 
fjons are made on the Minds and Hearts 
of Children or Servants 5 how! 'their 
nowledge and Grace-do irlereaſvand 
| Se pe 74 I ps. 
ought on any of them ; whois re- 
formed, &c. and -how'God-hath prof- 
_ your ſecular Indeavours, how he 
S. 8 favours your Diligence in your Calling; 
rers | dur eſpecially ! tow he rewards-'your 
hat I Faithfulneſs to: the Souls of Inferiours. 
up, {if _ of your' Children be good; or 
hopefnl; though one it may be, or more 
it | de not; bleſs God for ſach a Merey. 
aye | Let not your ſorrowful Complaints'ss 
eſs. } to one, ſilence your Gratitnde for Di- 
| vine 
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vine Grace manifeſted in another. An | 
your Children were-born-inSin, and Þ 
might have lived and died in Sin ; but te: 
you can: ſay, though I have a Carr, 1 Þ® 
have a righteons Abe}, I have. a Shem (#7: 
as well/as a Cham, a Facobas well as an WOT 
Eſau, a Solomon as well as an Abſalom (0c 
or Amnon. 'God hath anſwered my 
Prayers, and bleſſed my Endeavyours as 
to one or more, though not as toall:'F 
I will wait, and. pray in Hope as to £® 
them alſo.” By thus taking notice what 
Anſwers of Prayer you have upon' this 
Account, you will know the better how 
to frame your Petitions to: God for {me 
them, and to-order your Counſels, In: 
—_— and farther Indeavours for 
their good : You will know what. yog 
have to acknowledge, and be thankful Þ* 
for, and what you have to lament, and F 
beg in Family-Prayer. - : 
And in the Management of that, F®! 
Care is to be taken th-chuſe the firtef | in 
Time. A good Man will indeavour to f** 
order his Spiritual Aﬀairs with Diſcre- I 
tion, as well as his Temporal ones. In nt] 
Family-Worfhip you ſhould indeavour Þ't! 
to be ſhort, diſtin, mectbodical,, and ſe- Foul 
rious ; and not make ſuch Duties over- F 
long, leſt ſome of the Family be mn" | 
te 


All 
and 
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ted to ſay, Behold, what a Wearineſs 


$it? Labour to be ſerious and affe&io- 
ate, though ordinarily yon be but 
jort : you may. be longer on the Lord?s 


ohm Way. Be ſerious, 1 ſay, and affe@ionate 


15 an 
alom 
ty 


rs as 
all: 


's to 


what | 


pr he that is' the Mouth'of” others to 
0d in Prayer, if his Heart be drowhie, 
hey who- join with him are not like to 
affeted. You ought diſcreetly to 
huſe: tbe Time alſo: In the Mornin 
ou will find,” if it be deferred till fac 
- fach a - Bu/aneſs- be firſt difpatclyd, 
if it be not one of the firf# things 
bhe "in the Morning ; you will find 
mething or other intervene, to hin-- 
er it altogether.. / And/in ſuch Fami-: 
s where it can conveniently be done, 
fore Supper 3 for the Evening is the 
ſt deſirable Time. Many never kneel 


d Yown- to pray in their Families at 


ght, till they are fitter to lie down 
on their: Beds: | | # 

In! the ordering of theſe things; let 
bubands and Wives, who would fur- 
her the Salvation of each others Souls, 
untly concur ' to promote Godlineſs 
their Families. Their firſt Care 
ould be 'to- indeavour-the Salvation 
t each others Souls. | For' this they 
ave Scripture-Incouragement, 1 Cor. - 
5 7.16, 


- * 
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7. 16.: For what knoweſt thou,, O Wife, {tl 
whe van Pint fete thy. Hushend ? Or fEnc 
knewefs thou, O Atan, whether = 
Dan fom thy Mite 2 t is true; no ſeri- 
ous-Ghriſtian-would deliberately chuſc 
to be ſo.:nearly related to one, thatis 
a ſtranger 'to; Chriſt: And they whe 
areo related, ought to beg God For- 
groan for: their finful Raſhinefſs, By 
if-. they” find themſtlyes. miſtakes /; n 
their Ghoice: i that reſpeQ; :they-muſt 
uſe the greater Gare to perſwade them 
tobe: ſach, -«s they: ſuppoſed them tc 
have been ;; Remembring however,tha 
itthey cannot as;yet love them.; asneal 
Sams, they muſt;yet POR ante dre: 
bands and Wines it), tr 
- But how hapefully may- Religion be thei 
carried on: in the Family, where 'bathſjide: 
are devoted ta God, and married (ere 
Chriſt !./How ; ſhould ( and may ): theyſ'he 
build up one another: ini their: Holyſſf7cq 
beichy: watch! dyer. each. other; ſidyſ'ule 
their ''Tempers:and - Diſpoſitions, et. 
hort ene another daily with Meckne 
and Wiſdom, and ftrengthen one anoy - 1 
thers Hanids-in-the DiſChanzge of thei 7-0: 
reſpedtive Dities-te:haferiours; indeay® 
vouring | the! utahoſt Union in- thig'36" 
Work, leſt, thrangh: the want —_ ry unde 
eiy - 
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{their Authority be weakened, and their. 
Endeavours be fruſtrate of any 
Succeſs. The Endeavours of both are 
i-Yrequired : And.if Covenant-Mercy de» 
ſend from Parents.to.Children, *tis-on: 
ie this. Condition, that during their Mi- 

Wuerity, they take'care to bring them up; 
Ig.the Knowledge, Nurtare and Ad- 
| monition of the -Lord. When they: 


i inflome to be: adult, or grown-up, there 


; other Condition on the part /of-the- 
Gbemthat they conſent to the Terms 
the Covenant, and willingly come. 

N ader the Band of it. But. both-Parents 

are concern'd to: bring up their 'Chil-: 
ren for God. en ſhould not;caſt all 

Fthe Care of Children, and Servarits on 

their Wives; and Women ſhould con- 


t " der, as Matter of Duty, their joint In- 


tlftereſt in the religious Government of 
the Family. I wiſh it were not a very 


Balpfrequent Caſe, that. they, who ſhould 


rule, are the moſt unruly part 3 and 
the Cauſe, that the Family'is ungodly 
eſgand ungoverned. 

of . There is a great Latitude.in; the Du- 


theiddty.of- Parents-to-their Children, to take. 
deafjcare of them in Infancy, to detlicate 


them to God betimes, and. bring them 
irJunder the-vifible Band of potions = 
y 
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by- Raptiſm; and to teach them the 
meaning of it, as ſoon as capable ; to 
keep them in ſubje&ion while young; 
to encourage them in all that is ver- 
tuous, and praiſe-worthy,' and good ; 


and lovingly, end ſeafonably' reprove 


them for what is-evil; to diſpoſe of 
them- with Wiſdom and Care, as to 
their Schools, Callings, and Marriage, 
according to your Rank and Station, in 
the beſt Manner you can. And therein 
to conſider the Intereſt of their Souls, 
_ as well as their temporal Welfare, and 


prefer it. Beg of God to teach you the - 


true Medium between the. Errours of 
Education, on either ' Extreme ; either 
that of humouring them in Vanity, and 
indulging them in Sin, or that of Frow- 
ardnefs, 'Harfhneſs, and - too much Se- 
verity. If your own Parents be living, 
give your Children an Example of the 
Honour and Obedience you expe from 
them, by your becoming Carriage to- 
wards their Grand Parents. 

If you would recommend, and pro- 
mote Religion among Children and Ser- 
vants, there is one t = I would beg of 
you, that you take heed never to ſpeak 
of God and'Sacred things, without the 
utmoſt - Serjouſneſs, and Reverence, If 

: you 


you do not palſſeſs their Minds with ap 
Awe agd Reverence of Gad, and 
Chriſt, and the Holy Scriptures, and 
the Life te come, you will do them 


littls good. You ſhould bagin betime 


to do this, Mothers eſpecially, may 
drop Inſtruction into their Children, 
as ſoon almoſt as their Milk: At leaft 
you may teach them to Br8Jy 3s foon 
8s they begin to prattle, Timatby rg- 
ceived that Knowledg of the Faith,in his 
Chjldhaod,from his Mother and Grangd- 
mother,(though his Father was a Greek 


Yor a Pagan, As 16. 1.) which after- 


wards he publickly profeſs'd, and ad- 
hered ynto, 

And much of the good or bad In- 
preſſion upon their Minds, from what 
you ſay, will depend ppon the Manner - 
of -your ſpeaking: Yoyr words muſt 
diſcover your honourable Thoughts of 
God, and Holineſs, and Holy Chriſt- 
ans, and Miniſters, &c, They will he 
apt to like what you commeng..  Ea- 

eavour therefore to you Sin, .and 
of wicked Men, with loathing and di 
like; that they may {ee your Tudgment, 
and learn to form their aww, The way 
to win ther betimes to the Fear of 
God, and Hatred of that which is Evil, 
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1s frequently to repreſent, in your DiCſ- 
courſe, how fafe, how profitable, how 
honourable, and pleaſant a. Life that of 
ſerious Godlineſs 1s, Hereby you re- 
move, or cure their Prejudices concer- 
"ning practical Religion, as a melancho- 
ly, burdenſome thing. And.take heed 
what Books they .read; and what Com- 
"pany they keep, leſt their Minds be poy- 
foned and corrupted by. ill Principles, 

"and their Hearts. inticed and drawn. to 
'Sin; and ſo all your InſtruQions fail of 
' Succeſs. Without . ſuch Care ?tis in 
vain to put up Bills to Miniſters, Week 
after Week, to pray. for your dead 
"Children, whoſe Souls you your ſelves 
do murder by your Negligence, or ill 

"Example. 7 | 
" But your Connſels and Diſcourſe, 
. back*d by a Holy Example to inforce 
them, may do much good ; and will if 
theſe go together : For. if Infer#ours ſee 
'you to be unjuſt, deceitful, drunken, 
"wanton, cruel, &c. all your ſerious 
. Talk will do them harm, rather than 
good. Eſpecially if you do not carry 
'1t well in your Relations to them ; if 
.*Parents be very paſſionate, and haſty 
*with'their Children ; if Maſters be bar- 
barous,. and hard-hearted;to their Ser- 
ſ vants, 
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2ants,,.and-remember atot;'/how it: was 
with them when they were - Servants : I 
mean not ſo much, how they fared, as 
how: they deſired, and wiſh'& to have 
en uſed, under-their | Apprentice- 

Ip. 13633 .03;, 0053 
; And .of all the ſeriovs things which 
may be ' proper to] be recolle&ed; 
there is. hardly any thing of greater 
Moment, than'to inſtil often into their 
Minds, the value and worth: of' Time. 
That they, may be brought tq hate Idte- 
neſs, and, not care to-miſpend one Hout:: 
But as they grow- more capable of ihnz- 
proving it, may be ſtill imployed, You 
cannot inliſt too often upon the-Brevity; 
and Uncertainty,,of our little' Time on 
Earth ; the: Swiftneſs, and. Irrecovera=- 
bleneſs of it, and. the : Conſequence of 
redeeming it well or ill, in' order to 
our future Account. [The Devil'is al- 
moſt ſure of thoſe, who, are brought uþ 
in Idleneſs, and put no'yahue.upon their 
precious: Tame. '\ Urge this. therefore/ts 
Inferiours, and help them to' itnprove. 
their Time,:and to begin every:'Day 
with ſecret; Prayer alone, and to iawmiloy, 
the-other part of it, in what is ſbitable 
to their: Age, ' Capacity, Condition, and 
Relation. . 133.150 8 1 07 
S E 2 


You 
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. You would do well'ts put them hi 
ſecret Prayer ; 6 adviſe 'your Childre 7 
and and charge them to _- 
ale every Day, as well as be oro to 
to join in Family-Pruyer. * You F as 


alſo to teach them, by oy Word : gn F* 
Example, to efling"on their | 
Food, at the __ Seaſons of Refreſh: . 
meat, and ſeriouſly to retarn Thanks -\ 
afterwards. Wedepend on God for our þ| .; 
Davly Bread: And our Bleffed Saviour did 
never eat himſelf, or feed others at his ly 
Table, but he bleſſed, and gave thanks, || 77, 
Adark 86,7. So the Apoltle, ##s 27.25. | os 
and by Prayer and +5 gm iving is eve- } 60 
ry Creature fanftified, 1 Tim. 2. 3, 4,5. Je 
mer -fneteg greet Moment in order Þ} 1 
tou s, well-or Family, to 
be very careful whom you admit to || *' 
dwet! with you. The Cafe may be fo 
ſtated, it is trac, that you muſt dwell 
with ach as ſcorn, and delpile Family- 
Ee Et, clan ; Þnt take heed 


kE yoo” Some ſuch Relations, 
Inhabitants. It may be, Da- 
that Michal,whom te kvew 


ny iro mderg might be prerail- | 3 
ed with by him, to join in the uy he 
Ca 
Ye 


of God,-and in time be 
to what he deſired ; but ſhe Fefpifet 


him 
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him in her Heart, and niocked at his 
Zeal, and proved a Snare anda Croſs, 
and made him repent his Choice. Wo 
tohim, who hatha Phrloſtin in.his Boſom, 
as: Samſon had, Adarriage is the turn- 
ng-paint of Life: Your futore Reli- 
gian, and your Eternal Intereſt, are 
greatly concerned therein. We find 
the Wickedneſs, and Ruin of feveral of 
the Kings of Iſrael, laid at this Door ; 
that they married into a wicked Fami- 
ly: Such & One, he had a Wife of the 
Houſe of ,thab, and was quickly drawn 
off from God, by one who bad a wick- 
ed Abab to her Father, and a curfed 
Jexabel to her Mother ; and ſhe ſtirrd 
him np: to work Wickedneſs,: ; Kings 
21, 25. | { 

A doe Care on this Acconnt is to be 
had in the Choice of ' Servants alfo: 
Such are to be preferr'd,, who by Edu- 
cation,” and, as tar as you can judge, by 
Inclintion too, will be willing to ſerve 
God, and rejoice in the Helps they may 
have to do ſo, in a religious Family. 
And how orderly and beautiful is Fa- 
ooly-IWorſbip, _— all tre mr cond 
heartily join in it f You comp yau 
cannot bring your Servants to do, what 
you defire,' as to Matters of Religion, 

E 3 when 
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whenit may be you had nothing of Re- 
ligion in your Eye,” in the: Choice of 
Servants. It may'be' for a ſmall Sum 
leſs with an'Apprentice,or for the ſame 
Wages to another Servant, you might 
have had' one, whoſe Education, and 
Inclinations would have been more in- 
couraging; and who would thank God 
to. enjoy ſuch Advantages, for the 


Knowledg: and: Service of God; as he | 


might . have in your Houſe. Servants 
alſo in diſpoſing themſelves; and Pa- 
rents in the diſpoſing their Children, 
ought to conſider this, A wicked Ma- 


# 


ſter will commonly 'chuſe wicked Ser- 


vants, and make themworſe. | Whey a. 


Rudley. ( of an:Houſe, or Town; or Coun- 
try ) bearkeneth to Lies, (or is other- 
wiſe wicked'): all bis Seryants are wicked, 
Prov. 29. 12. Such aone cant endure 
the conſtant Reproof, 'that is given him 
by the good Converſation. even. of a 
Servant :. 'And therefore will defire no 
more Religion ina Servant, than'not 
to be unfaithful to his Truſt. © I wiſh 
there be .not' ſome Aaſters, ( even a- 
mongſlt thoſe; who would be accounted 
Religious): whoare ſhy of chuſing' Ser- 
vants, that have the Character. of::be- 
ing ſo; 'contrary 'to' Davids _””; 

24 u# , Q P al, 
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Pſat. t101. 4, 5, 7- Itis true, ſome that: 
have been well educated, have proved 


E very ill afterwards; and Maſters have 


found themſelves miſtaken, after all 
their Care in this Matter : But if they 
did their Duty, to make the beſt Choice; 
and uſe the beſt Endeavours they could, 


{ they may have Peace and Qniet in their 
| own Minds. when they meet with a 


Diſappointment ; which otherwiſe they 


{| Cannor. 


They ought to Took to it, whom 
they admit into their Families ; unleſs, 
they value their particular Calling a-. 
bove their General one: For: who: can' 
tell the Miſchief, that : one -bad Servant 
may do ina Houſe ? One Sinner deftroys 
much good : as one Joſeph may bring a 
Bleſſing upon a Family, and upon all 
that his Maſter hath in the Houſe. You 
can hardly expect, that God ſhould-ſuc- 
ceed you with a Bleſling in what you 
undertake, when you care not with 
what Tools you work, or whom: you 
imploy: And in the Nature of the 
thing, there is - little reaſon to hope, 
that they, who are falſe to God, and 
to their own Souls, will ordinarily be 
faithful to you. We read of thoſe who 
were no good Men, viz. Laban, and 
E 4 Pot i- 


log Of . Family Religion. 
Potipbar, &c. who have thrived the bet- 
ter for taking good Servants into theit 
Families 3 but 1 no where read of a good 
Man, that was the better for a wicked 
Servant: We have ſad Expericnce eve- 
ry Day ts the contrary. 

But the Welfare and the Comfort of 
religions Families, depends not wholly 
on the Duty of the Heads of it ; They 
who are Children, or Servants, are obli- 
ged thankfully to improve the Bleſling 
of Religious Parents, and Maſters, and 
faithfully to do their Duty in each Re- 


| 


lation. Without a wonderful Change | 


by the Grace of God, you will never 
be Parents to your own Children, 
(if you live to have any) if you are 
not good in the Relation of Children, 
The ſame oa, be ſaid for Servants : 
Nor are they like to be good Husbands 
or Wives, who were not good in their 
farmer Relation as Children, or Ser- 
vants. Neither are ſuch who are hot 
good 41n their Family-Relations like-to 
be {o in any other : Either good Netgh- 
bours in a Town, or good Members in a 
Church, or Magiſtrates in the State, Ab- 
fatom, a Rebellious Child, proved a 
Traiterous Subje&t : Hophne and | Phine- 
45, difobedient Ghildren, proved ſcan- 
dalous, 
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dalons; and facrilegious Priefts ; fo in 


other Inſtances. 
Let: Children honor and obey their 


Parents i in the Lord: See that therebe 


inward Reverence, —_ and Love : 
Deſpiſe not their ns; ſhght not 
their Tnſtyuttions, Rebnkes, or lawfol 
Commands, or Government. Take heed 
of ſpeaking hemager 1g; of either 
of them. He that ourſeth Father or Mo- 
ther, let bim dic the Death, Levit. rok, 
His ' Lamp ſhall be put ont phones = 
—_ ſole "4et ohe heir Menc 
Covunſels, delight int + ee on 
zjoyce in their Company ſympatbres 
with them in their ne or Joys, 
and readily deny your ſthres for thetr 
Sakes. ' The Ex nn of ouwerd fo- 
now from Children to Parents, by the 
Difloluteneſs of the Age, zre rene 1 got 
of Faſhion : Such as riding up. 

ing bare before them, (w Bk HR is pe» 
quired of the Younger, 'ento ſuch ac are 
their Fathers only by Age; Zev.1 9.37.) 
to bow before 'them, and defire their 
Bleſſing or Prayers, to ſpeak alway 
with reſpe& to them, and of them, &r, 
The Honovr that confifts in: Obedrence, 
may be expreſſed many ways; as by bo 
mg content to- obey - their lawful Or- 
E 5 ders,, 
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ders, though in-the meanneſt-Services; 
' to be content to have their own Wills 
-;croſled, that the. Will-of 'their Parents 
;May,. be fulfilled 5 by: not, marrying 

without their. /Knowledge, : and; Gon- 
-Jent.;; and by.-ſubmitting to-: their, juſt 
;Reproofs, Rebukes, ,and''Cofredtions:; 
: and.--obeying; phe oe tpecially rin the 
:things.-of 'God, + and: for the! good 'of 
' their. Souls:; There is/:an:Honowr-due to 
Parents, which. conliſts in Thankfulneſs, 
An Yon ccomprnee;s Readily ſerving them, 
and ſupplying their outward: Wants, 
comfortmg-them in their Sorrows, Suf- 
derings,; Sickneſs, Old-Age'z being fol- 
-Dicitous for-their Safety, and Welfare, 
conterg'd-for, their wean and 
GoodsName,. prayioeg,daily for then ; 
p44) . plentifully Ons. -hoftoura- 
bly *providing foy them, according to 
your Ability,. and their Need. -' As Fo- 
ſepb did when advane'd- in the Court of 
Pharaob.;;; This is nog;Fuftice only, buy 
Piety.. - Let. them: learn (36. ſhow Picty at 
bome, and: requite theit-Paxents; vim. 
5-4. And our Lord yeproyes-the Seribes 
and Phariſees, who by. their ' corrupt 
Doctrines would diſpenſe with Children 
from ſuch an Obligation,” dat. 15. 5,6. 
Such Children then who area ge 
2” etr 


uf z 
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their Parents,or purloin their Goods, or 
waſte their Eſtates, or do not to their 
utmoſt miniſter to the Supply of their 
Wants, do ſo: far fail of their Duty. 
The Children of Religious Parents, are 
eſpecially bound. to pay them-Honour ;, 
and fo to: walk, as to refle&t Honour.on 
them ; imitating their good Examples, 
thanking God for his ſpecial Mercies to, - 
their Parents, while they. lived, doing 
what they can to honour them at-thcir. 
Death ;, pleading with-Gad; the Cove» 
nant-Relation of; their Parents, to ob- 
tain a Blefling on themſelves, as their 
Off-ſpring 5 and faithfully adhering -to- 
the Truth, Worſhip, and Waysgf God; 
as.their Holy Parents did befoxe.them,. 
This Honour is due to Parents whez 
ther they be Rich or. Poot ,-/ Wiſe; or 
Weak, whether m-an honeurable Stath- 
on in the World, or;in meaner Citcums> - 
ſtances, whether in;#igoraus Hgalth,.or 
bowed down under Sicknefs,jand theln- 
firmities, of| Old- Age:>Remember;{filk 
they are your Parents; :* - 2 1070s 
It is a Mercy: yon 9ught to-bevery 
thankful for, to have Religious Parents, 
and live ina ReligiousFamilye; 15-452 
Prize in your Hands, you, mult; gave an 
Account of ; And a ſad Accaunt it WIE | 
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be, if you remain ignorant of God, 
and Rebels againſt Chriſt, under thoſe 
Advantages to know, and obey him, 
which others want. How unthankful 
are you, if you value it not as a Privi- 
lege? What work for the Worm of 
Conference do- you provide, if you im- 


proveit not ! You might have been bora | 
of fach Parents, as woekd have wholly Þ 


ed” the Salvation of your Souls ; 
6r-'you-rnight Have been caſt into ſome 
Atheiſtical Families, where God is not 
worſhiped from Week to Week. Few 
are {eniible enough of the CONE 
they ave under to God, by being 
lated #s Hsband, or Wife, as a a Chil 
PR to: Tuch as truly fear 


call fach- Childyen to 
have negle&ted, and 
to. Parents. Let 
'Q 1s roſie on their Child- 
62 ,» When they lived 
Xh their Parents, and ſince. Have 
ou not been Stubborn and Rebellious, 
difreſpeAful m your 
ie,, Or both of them? 
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ten.diſabeyed their lawful Commands? 
orflighted their wholfam Admonitians ? 
Have you nat denyed, or been back- 


- ward to Aﬀift and Comfort them ? 


Have yon not ſecretly coveted their 
Eſtates, before their Death? - or deſi- 
red that it might be quickly? Did 
you honaur them, inwardly with a 
good Conſcience, from the: Love of 
God, and the ſenſe of his Authority ? 
Let us call our ſelves: #0 an account, 
and renew our Repentance before God, 
for ſich Sins, that his Pardoming Grace 
may prevent his Threatned Wrath. 
And let us take heed to live hereafter 
as the Children of ſuch, af whom God 
was not aſhamed to be called their 
God. | 

- Remember the Advantages of your 
being thus related to Holy Parents: for 
Temporal Bleflings. ifbwaci, Solomon, Re- 
bobvam, and others ave Inftances of the 
kindneſs of God to Children mpon the 
account | of their Fathors. But you 
ſtand faireſt for Spimitual and Eternat 
Bleſſings, you are Children of the Co- 
venant, and Members of the Viſible 
Church of Chrift, the BleſGog of 4ira- 
Sar, { will be thy God, which. reached 
OM | as” 
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Gentiles, Gal. 3..14. You have many 


Helps to ſerious Godlineſs, which others 
have not : You have many . Hindrances 


removed, which make it more difficult - 


for. others, who 'deſcend from wicked 
Parents, and live in Ignorant,Irreligious 
Families. You -have more Knowledg 
of God and Chriſt, of Sin and Duty. 
And vſually the Spirit of Grace begins 
more ..carly with ſuch Children, and 
follows them with' more Calls, Offers, 
Invitations, Strivings, Convictions ; and 
leaves them not. till they are Profli- 


gate, Deſperate, and Reſolved in Wick- * 


edneſs: whereof I/hmael a Scoffter, Eſau 
a'Profane-Perſon, and 'the Fewifh Na- 
tion; . (who filled up the meafure- of 
their Iniquity, by Rejecting and Mur- 
dering the” Lord: of Glory) -are emi- 
nent: Examples. $97 

Remember your Relation, and:think 
what God and all the World expects 
from-you.. . There is a great Privilege 
belonging by Goſpel-grant to the Chil- 
dren of Holy, Covenanted Parents, if 
they do nor forfeit it, by forſaking, 
and praQtically diſavowing their Fathers 
God. If you will own him; he will 
be. Your God, as well 'as Theirs. ,: He 
hath an early preventive Intereſt in 

VER you, 
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'you, / upon which you: may lay iyour 


Claim to him: a$ "Your :God, if you will 


-devote your ſelves to him, and ſtand 


to: his Covenant.: To be ungodly Chil- 
dren of Holy Parents is the' greateſt /Un- 


-worthineſs:that -can' be. ” Be aftonifhed 


Oye [Heavens at this! © Jer; 2:12. That 


any 'Perſons,: or. People ſhould caſt off 


their God;" ' Thine own* Friend," and thy 
Father*s Friend forſake not, faith Solomon, 
much 'Jef$s thy: |Fatber*s God: 'How' re> 
proachful -will' be-yoor Wickedneſs, if 
you are\not.. better” than - others!: "If 


* you- who are'the Children of the Cove- 


nant,” become the Children: of the De- 
vil,' by doing his Works } Shall there 
be a ſcoffing' 1fhmat] ' come. out- of 4- 
brahaw?s Houſe; or a/profane Eſau from 
IfaacsFamily; a rebellious Abſalom;'or a 
filthy: -4mnon be found in the Family: of 
the Holy David? God forbid thatany of 
you ſhovld find or force the way to Hell, 
out of .fach' Houſes, where God is dai- 
ly: worſhiped}: Certainly a - Witked 
Child: of Religious Parents'is 'one of 
the: moſt miſerable [Spectacles in' the 
World, He 1s' within the Viſible Fa- 
mily of God, devoted to him, - made 
acquainted with - his Duty, and can 
have 'no excuſe for his Sin. What 
p72 Aggra- 
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Aggravatiouvs hath fuch a one's Guilt ! 
They muſt have ſtifled more Convieti. 
ons, and reliſted more Grace, than 
others. And how ſure and ſevere will 
be their Condemnation! when: all the 
Prayers, and . Pains of. Holy | Parents 
ſhall witneſs againſt them and God 


account ſoch Chiles, | as _the:Children | 


of the Etbiopian, or Artbiau. 
And have you no 
to:your Parents ?” Co 
ed Children embitter all the Coindorts. 
of their good Parents, | 4 Father of a 
Fool, dzith che- Wiſe Man, $acb n9-joy, 
Prov, 17-21, Whye Parents are in 
bitterne$ 'for a difſolate - Child = 
panini 
one | Whic Ec 
might : nor . 1a the other; Children, 


who are more hopeful: The. whole 
Family is Afliod, and Difturbeit.” 'The 
Grece —_—_— by — OVEr- 


wiſe, when they ſee the Sia they'havo 

mortificd ard forſaken, break out, and 

_— any of their m_ 9 w_ 

ean they rejoyce in God, an 

Chri/t, as otherwiſe, when eg to 

ths Word, of Gad, they "air 
lieve 


er how wick- 
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believe he is their Friend. and Father, 
&j. | and by the ſame Word know he is an 
han | Enemy to this or the other Son, or 
will | Daughter, and that the Wrath of God 
the ÞJ abideth on them: And that if they get 
nes | to Heaven themſelves, ſuch of their 
>a #| Children are not like to follow them 
ren | there. 


we | Laſtly, Let Children and Servants fake 
ck {J heed of their Carriage towards One 
rts. | another. Let them indeavour Concord, 
f.q | and Union, and Love and avoid Con- 
oy, | tention, and Falling out, and the uſing 
in of provoking, exaſperating Language 
ey | to. one another, Let them help one 


nnethan Ac thew OE ' Ela 1; we V 
Ma aluwviuuy es Gate yp Mt. nel 2 IVA ron ane 


xy | Sickneſs, and take each others Con- 
en, cernment as their own. Let them 


ole | watch over one another, as to the 
he | Sins, and Temptations they are moſt 
IT in danger of. Let them beware of 


ies vain unprofitable Diſcourſe, and Idle- 
Te neſs; and moſt carefully pnt away all 
Ve filthy corrupt Communication, where- 
nd f by they may poiſon the Souls of one 
or another. Let them tenderly bear with 


ſis one anothers Failings, and prudently 
to conceal one anothers Faults, ( where 
ad the Concealngent of them tends not 
Ve to 
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to the Wrong of the Parent or Maſter, 
or -of any other ; and where the open- 
ing of them'will bunt ſtir up Strife.) 
This would alfo help to promote Family 
Religion. 1 deſire and pray that theſe 
plain haſty Thoughts, may be ſervi- 
ceable to that purpoſe. With that Hope, 
I commend them to the Divine Bleſ- 
ſing, and you to his Grace and Pro- 
vidence: Let us unite in the Reſolu- 
tion, that whatever others do, we with 
our Houſe, will ſerve the Lord, and wor- 
ſhip the God of our Fathers; and in 
that way and manner as to Our Fami- 
| ties, wherein we have, beſides their 
Example; fo- much: other Encourage- 
ment from the Holy Scriptures, and 


Reaſon,” and the Practice of the beſt 


Men. I am with Reſpe&, and Since- 
rity, - 


APPENDIX 
CONTAINING. . 
Rules of good {Advice 
FOR. OUR, , 
Chriſtian & Civil Carriage, 
Biſhop HAL L's Epiſtles. 


| - is the Firf and 'the*Laft ;* In- 

— form your ſelf aright con- 
cerning God, withous whom, '1n 
vain do we know all things. ' Be 
acquainted 'with your Redeemer, 
who' paid the price 'of your Re- 
demption on-Earth, and now 1n- 
TENOY'. tercedes 


| -E T' us begin with Him, who 


tercedes in Heaven; without whom 
we have nothing to do with God, 
or he with us. Adore him in your 


Thoughts, Love bim-with all your 


Heart, and Truſt bit with: your 
Is. Renew your ſight of him 
every day, and his of you. Call 
your ſelves to often wemena js th 
caft up your Debts, Payments, Gra- 
ces, Wants, Expences, Employ- 
ments. Think not your ſer- De- 
votions troubleſome ; . yield not to 
hb a. Thought ; -take nor eaſy 
enials of your ſelf, and beware 
Go: Soirnartety: Fhinic ail God's 
outward Pavours , and Proviſions 
the beſt for you; your own Abi- 
lity and AQtions the meaneſt. Suf- 
fer oot your Mind to: be a;Drudge 
or -Wanton ; Exerciſe: it, ever, but 
grainy. I it not. . Every. Day take 
a View of your laft, as what ay 
prove ſo. In all your Bulinels 
through the World to God; what» 
foever is your -Level,. let; him. be 
your Scope. Offer not T"_ ot 
either 


APPENDIX. © © 


APPENDIX. © 


either to Honour or: Labour, lot 
borh ſeek you. So frame your ſelf 
to the Time and es chat you 


may neirher ſerve ir, 'nor ſulkal 
negleft it; and yield fo far ep 4 


| you may nor betray your Conſt» 


ence, orcountenanee Evil. Let your 
Words be few ang Jigeſted: Tris 
a ſhame for the Tongye to cry the 
Heart Mercy, much more 10 caſt 
ir ſelf on the uncertain pardon. of 
ether men's Ears. There are but 
rwo things, which a Chriſtian 1s 
charged to buy, and not to ſell, Times 
and Trath, both ſo precious that 
we muſt purchaſe rhem at an 
rate. Sonle your Friends, as thole 
which ſhould be Perpetual, may 
be Changeable. While you are, withe 
in your elf, there is no danger; 
but Thoughts oace yttered muſt 
fland to Hazard. Do not hear 
from your ſelf, what you would be 
loth to hear from. orhers. Give 
the Eye and Far. full ſcape ig 
what is good, for they let _ 
g « 
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fedg ipto"the. Mind, : but; reſtrain 
the F ts Men have repen- 
- ted them of ſilence. In all ſerious 
Matters, take Cquaſel of Days, and 
Nigh s,, and Friends ; and let Lea- 


fure ripen your Purpoſes ;. neyer | 


hope 'to Gal -ovght. by, ſuddenneſs, 
The. fir 

fident, the dare wiſer. Serve 
Truth and Honeſty ever, though 
without appareat | ages ; the; Re- 
compence' is ſure, if flow. | As ia 
Apparel, ſo in- Aftions;. conlider 
not. ſo much what is good, as, what 
becomes. you, Excuſe not. your 
own Evil, agravate not that, of 0- 
thers: and if you love Peace, avoid 
Cenſures, Compariſons, and Con- 
traditions, and Evil . Speaking. 
Out of. good Men chooſe Acquain- 
tance, of Acquaintance, Friends, 
of Friends, ' Familiars ; after Trial, 
admit” them; and after Admit- 
tance, change them not. Do not 
Var your Beſt: ir is neither wiſe 
hor ſafe for a Man ever to ſtand on 


the 
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Thoughts may. be con- 
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- the-top-of his Strength. * Be ever 
| below.-your ſelf, if you would be 
" above the ExpeQation of others. 


Expend - according to your - Purſe, 


not after your 'Mind, or theExam- 


ple 'of Neigbours, Rather ſmother 
your Griefs and :Wants as you may, 


than be either Querulous, or Impor- 


tunate:; Frequent Suits, or Com- 
plaints are weariſom to a Friend. 


. Ler not your Pace belie your 
Heart, nor' alway tell- tales out-of 


it, Inall. your Reckonings for the 


World, caſt up ſome - Crofles that 


appear not; either they will come, 
or may. Let your Suſpicions be 
Charitable; your Truſt. fearful ; 
your Cenſures ſure. Give way 


| to the Anger of Great Men, :a- 


gainſt whom you have-no Fence: 
patiently bear the Inconyeniencies 


you cannot-mend ; and make-rhe 


beſt of what muſt be. If the' World 


{mile upon you, with double care 


look to your Soul, for there is more 
danger 1n Good than Evil. 
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